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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By thle Minister for Lands: Report on
the operations of the Agricultural Bank
for the year ended 30th Julne, 1913.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION-'MR. S.
STUBBS AND THE LOAN ESTI-
MATES&

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin) : OIn a per-
sonal explanation I desire to say that a
statemnent app~earing in. the West Aus-
tralian this morning referring to me is
absolutely incorrect, in the report of
the proceedings in Committee onl the Loan
Estimates I am reported to have said that
T hoped Albany would not be made a
p~ort of shipment for large quantities of
wheat grown in my' electorate whlile the
present difficulties and expense of ship-
ment existed there. I made no suech state-
ment. I was endeavouring to support
the hon. member for Albany (Mfr. Price)
in the hope that the Minister for Works
would take the earliest steps possible to
improve the conditions for the handling
of wheat at the port of Albany' . I also
said T hoped that large quantities of

wheat would be shipped from Albany,
because until a line of railway was made
from Wagia to connect with liunbury,
Albany must be the port from which all
the wheat and cereals grown in my elec-
toraic, or most of it, would be shipped.
In these circumstances, if this report were
not contradicted, it would be unfair to
nme, and therefore my desire was to make
this personal explanation.

URGENCY 'MOTJON-KALGOORLIE,
SEAT,

Hall. J. MITCHELL (Northam): I
wish to move a motion on a matter of
urgency to draw attention to the position
which has arisen in connection with the
resignation of the hon. member for Kal-
goorlie, as Clause 66 of the Electoral
Act has been igunored. Under this clause
it is imperative that the House shall de-
clare the seat vacant.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have received a
copy of the motion the bon. member in-
tends to move. The question is that the
House do adjourn.

Seven members having risen in their
places,

Hon. J. MTITCHELL: Miay I read the
clause df the Electoral Act to which T
have referred? Clause 66, Subelause 1,
states-

Whenever a vacancy Occurs in either
House from any cause (otherwise than
by the emfuxion of time in the case of
a member of the Council), tile Presi-
dent or Speaker, as the case may be.
upon a resolution by the Houise declar-
ing such vacancy and the cause thereof,
shall by warrant under his hand, in thle
form numbered (17) in the schedule,
'direct the Clerk of the Writs to issue
a writ to supply the vacancy.

T contend that tAnt is a direction to t16s
House, upon notice that a resicrnation
has been received. to move that the seat
he declared vacant. Tn this ease more
than seven day, s ago Von. Mfr. Speaker.
save notice that Yon had received the re-
sizination of the member for Kalgoorlie.
Yesterday T asked a question in, cnnec-
tion wvitfi this matter and got no satis-
facton' answer. To-day. T understand,
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Ihe session will end and if this seat is
not declared vacant by the I-ouse before.
we adjourn this 'evening, I do not know
what is to be done. I am not certain
how this seat shall be declared vacant but
I suppose there is some machinery to
make that possible. It is the duty of this
House, upon receiving the resignation of
a member, to act promptly. Why should
there Ibe any delay q Why should any
electorate be disfranchised I If it is
possibie for Ministers to hold over the
declaration of a vacancy for one week it
is possible for them to hold over the
declaration of a vacancy for weeks. Ali-
istcrs might decide to disfranchise ain
electorate for many weeks. It is quite
possible that if the seat of the member
for SuissexN became vacant Ministers
could, at their option, decide that the
seat should remain without representa-
Lion in this House for any length of
time. Why has thle Premier delayed in
this case ? The usual practice is to act
at once. When the resignation is in, the
seat is vacant and another member is
wanted immediately. The electorate
should have a representative here. There
should he no dela3 at all in bringing
about an election. It is a mysterious
thing that Ministers have taken up the
position the 'y have in this connection.
The Premier mulst have sonic reason for
delaying this matter. He told us yester-
day) he wishes to get thle rolls in Order.
What would the puhlic read into that
statement 9 Is it because the rolls flo
not suit the Premier ? Has he in mind
the recent Geraldton election, where
some niames wvere not on the rolls be-
cause the claimis had not been received
in suffcient time ? Is there something
behind this dieterm ination of Ministers?
Do they know that there are claims
which have not been regristered If so,
why' have they not told the House! It is
not for 2linisters to inquire into the rolls
-when a. position of this sort arises. It
is for themn to act, not wait for appar-
ently what will suit them. I am not go-
ing to cast accusations of delay in order
that they may stuff the rolls, but Isa
the public will want to know why there
has been this delay. particularly after

the declaration of the Premuier that
the rolls are not in order. If they arc
not in order that is a reflection on1 the
Attorney General, who is at the head of
thle Electoral Department. I believe the
Electoral Department do their duty and
]. believe every person in this State, who
has a right to get on the roll for Kal-
goorlie, has had ample opportunity of re-
gistering if hie desired. If that is the ease
what right have we to inquire into the
position of the rolls, to inquire whether
the rolls are corrct, whether they are
complete, whether every man and wo-
man in KCalgoorlie is 'on the roll ? Are
Ministers going to take tihe same course
whenever a seat is vacant and whenever
an election is to take place I Ministers
have taken upon themselves a very seri-
oils responsibility and one which I ven-
ture to say they will suffer for for a con-
siderable lengt&h of time. It looks very
suspicions indeed. There may be another
reason, that -Ministers desire to give
Mr. Gireen an opportunity to stand for
this sent if he is not selected for a more
important position elsewhere.

The Minister for Mines: You know
perfectly well it is not so.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : It is the lesser
of the two evils, but I have the assurance
of the Minister for Mines that the fact
that the seat has not been declared vac-
ant is not in order that they may extend
help to their late supporter. I am Very
pleased to have that assurance from the
Minister for Min~s, because it makes
it flow necessary for thle Minister to
make a very clear explanation iii regard
to thle other matter I have mentioned.
Have we had a parallel case since
we undertook responsible Government 7

F venture to say we have never had a
parallel ense; this House has never failed
in its duty until now. Ihowever, I want
to warn ho1. members that they must
determine how far their res[]onsibil ity
is to roach. If they support the Mfinister
lion. mnembers must take the full respon-
,sibilitv of their action in endorsing the
action of Ministers. It is a breach of
faith and ab~solutely wrong, and a viola-
tion, not only of the Electoral Act but.
of thle Constitution Act also. It may hr
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that the Premier wishes to make sure
of the return of his own candidate. I
do not accuse him of that, but it is neces-
sary to show the pulblic. that that
is not his reason for the delay. Someone
is shirking his responsibility, and 1
learned from the Premier yesterday that
lie had no intention of doing his ditty
in this respect.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker) : I am not at all surprised at
the wholesale seeds of suspicion which the
hon. member has broadcasted. INothing
can be done iiitany shape or form hut the
worst and most despicable motives arc at-
tributed as tlie cause. This constant
throwing out of the suggestion that there
is something to condemin, something dles-
ltiead)Ie or corrupt-

lion. .J. 'Mitchell: I d]id ntot Ilse thle
word corrupt.

'rhe ATTORNE1jY GENERAL: No . of
course not. I have not said the hon. merw-
her used the word; but what inference
can be gathered from the hon., member's
speech, excepit that there is sonic vorrup-
tion possible on the part of the Govern-
ment in order to keep the Kalgoorlie seat
vacant.? All the possible motives for
keepingf the seat vacant, which have any-
thing honourable connected with them,
thle hon. member has not in any way sug-
gested; every' possible motive that is
wrong, dishononrable or unworthy of a
Government has heen hinted at. if niot
openly% asserted. 'rite Possibie houl-
ourable purposs have not even been in
the faintest degree suggested. Let me
first of all inform the hion. member that
he has entirely failed to put thc proper
emphasis onl thle section of the Act which
he read to thle Hotiso ( coiltainingt- tilie inl-
structions ill the case of I a icfln V. He
read Section 66. which says tHS-_

Whenever a vacancy occurs in either
Hrouse from any cause (otherwise than
lby the efliuxion of time in the ease of
a member of the Council), the Pei
dent or Speaker, as the case may be,
upon a resolution by the House declar-
in' such vacancy and the cause there-
of, shall by warrant under his hand, in
the form numbered (17) in the Sched-

ule, direct the Clerk of the Writs; to
issue a writ to supply the vacancy.

That resolution may be passed at any
time, or it may be delayed-and for lion-
oulrable reasons. 1' want to rewind the
lion. member that the whole purpose of
the Electoral Act is, not to give any party
an unfair advantag-e, hut to give every
elector am equal chance to vote at election
time to whichever party hie may belong.
Therefore if for any reasons there
be cause fur suspicion that the roll. is not
perfect it is the duty of (lhe Government
to see when an election is imminent that
that roll is made as perfect as canl be.
it is a ditty uJpoi the Government and the
House, The hon, member said that if
the roll at Kalgoorlie is net perfect it is a
reflection 111)01 thle Attorney General, be-
cauise the Electoral Act is administered
inl his department.

Mr. Monger: Why did you not do it
for Geraldton?

Thte ATTORNEY rhENERAL : It
shou0Ild have been done. Tlhe bon. mem-
ber taught its a lesson there. Is it not a
fact tliat thle hon. member the other night
was criticisinig this side of the House: the
leader of the OppoRition was criticising
the Governmenit. and leaders in another
- :: : lcc, were critic-ising the Govern-
nient because (he chance had not been
given to pur the electoral rolls in order?
We were severely criticised in the Press,
oil thle platform, in another place, anid in
this Chamber because the electoral rolls
were not in order, and now. forsooth, be-
cause we are anxius to put it inl order
we are again criticisedl detrimientaly %.
We have the exaumple of the Corn-
mnonweztlthF itself, a veryv recent one;
in fact the example is stilt iii pro-
gress-we have at' example for de-
laying a hrief time until ev'erv elector has
a chance of being put upon the roll and
every name not entitled to be on the roll
be taken off it. We have the right to do
that. Not only that, but it is cur bounden
duty to do it. What is the good of hav-
ing an election with a roll known to he
imperfect? That is not a fair election.
'It is not a test of public opinion, it is
not a reflection of the will of the public.
'rho man who contests an election under
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those circumstances does not get the votes
of the people, but only a portion of them.
Whilst I have the honour of administer-
ing that department, having had the error
of llrecipitaney-vlich was not mny fault
but which was to he put down to the pur-
est and most conscientious of motives-of
hastening the matter, having. had that ex-
ample we were determined to go about
this elect ion,and others which may follow,
in such a way as to give us a roll that will
hear the test of scrutiny, before we ask
the electors to vote. That is the reason
for ihe delay, and there is no other rea-
son. The lion, member asked why are
these electoral rolls not always complete?
Every lion. member knows that during
the itlerirn between elections rolls are
bound to become imperfect. We cannot
he carrying on a weekly canvass. W-e can
only w ake amends and recover the per-
fection of the rolls when an election is
imminent, whether it be a general election
or a b 'y-elect ion such as we are now going
to undertake. We have the right then to
take steps as speedily as possible to put
the roll into at least as perfect a condi-
tion as the machinery at our disposal will
permnit of. That is all we are doing now.
The lion. mnember asked is i t i n
order to get Mr. Grcen back here?
If we are to take Mr. Gireen's announce-
ment, hie will not he a candidate; in fact
be cannot he aeeordinil to thec methods
adopted on the Labour side. He cannot
represent L~abour as a candidate at 'Kal-
goorlie.

li1on. J. LMitchell: Why not?
The ATTORNEY GENEY lRAL: Bie-

cause the time has passed; he cannot do
it without a violation of faith,' and I have
no knowledge of those on our side being
so flippant in their breaches of faith as
that. We can rely upon them to stand
by a statement publicly made. Tt cannot
be for that motive. Who the other per-
son may be who will be chosen to repre-
sent Labour T know not: it does not enter
into the qiuestion;: but whether it be for
the benefit of Labour or for the opponent
of Labour this must be done: the most
perfect roll possible under the circum-
stances must be obtained.

Mr. fleorge: Arc they making a house
to house canvass?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
we are taking- a canvass of all who are
eligible for the roll.

Mr. George: When will it be com-
plete?5

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
will be done in less than a week. Every
effort will be made to get every eligible
name put on that roll so that when the
vote comes on we way know it is a proper
reflex of the people and not merely a
catch vote on either side. The lesson we
have learned is from those who have so
freely criticised us in the ease of the
Geraldton election. I say it was a mis-
take to have gone so speedily to work
with the issue of the writ and the closing
of the rolls. Those rolls should have
been open for correction and analysis up
to a certain time so as to give everybody
a righit to vote, a chance to be on the roll.
Having learnt that lesson, we are going
to give the chance to everybody eligible-
which I am sure hion. members must ap-
plaud-to be able to vote when the elec-
lion comes.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): I gather
from thie remarks of the Attorney General
that the object in delaying the declaring
of the seat vacant is to enable those en-
titled to vote to get upon the rolls.
That is conuendable, and possibly
good wkill come out of the discus-
sion, because it will go out to the pub-
lie that aiiybody who has the necessary
qualifications can get on the rolls next
week. M1any people would not be pos;-
sessed of that knowledge; they would
think they could not get on the rolls at
the last momntL I was given to under-
stand yesterday'% that the election would
lbe fought on the existing rolls. The At-
torney G-eneral says that is not so, that
the object of the delay is to enable those
eiititled to be on the roll to get there. I
think, therefore, the motion will have
done good, because it will not go out to
the public. I think that good will come
of it, and I am glad on that account that
this motion was moved by the member for
Northam. The people probably would not
have known otherwise that they -wouldl
have anl opportunity of getting on the roll,.
and I am glad that is the object of the
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Attorney General in delaying to declare
thle seat vacant.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (in reply) : The
lion. member for West Perth does not
fully understand the position. At Kal-
gorlie there is an electoral officer paid by
the Government to keep the electoral rolls
in order and do the electoral work gen-
erally.

The Premier: Not for that purpose
only.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: It is his business
to keep .the rolls in order.

The Premier: It is not his business to
do anything of the kind. flow can hie go
out canvassing every time somebody comes
to the district?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The rolls are
kept in order, not only by canivassing for
new names, but by removing names, that
are wrongly onl the rolls.

The Attorney General: Which necessi-
tates a, canvass.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It would be ridi-
culous to keep) the electoral officer going
all the year round if he could not keep
the rolls in order. It is his husiness to
see that names are put on thle roll and
that names aire removed which should not
be there. The Attorney General did not
tell the House that thle machinery is t]]ere
to enable the rolls to be kept in order,
and furthermore he kunvws that each quar-
ter supplementary rolls are Printed show-
ing the names removed and those added.
It is absolutely wrong- of Ministers to
delay a by-election in order that they may
perfect their rolls. It is a different mat-
ter in connection with a general election.
where the whole of the people of the
State are entitled to vote for someone. ff
thie principle thle Attorney General affirms
to be right is carried into practice in other
elections we do open the door to corrup-
tion. I think, the Attorney General said
that in a week's time hie will have the in-
ciniry completed in regard to the rolls.
That means that more than a fortnight has
elapsed since the resignation was received,
and it is just possible that a week before,
a number of people, contemplating the
resignation of the bon. member, moved
into the electorate, we will say to vote
for the Liberal candidate. We know

these things do happen. We know that
names are wrongly on several rolls to-day.
It is the duty of this Parliament to see
that the elections are conducted in a
proper manner and that there shall be no
chance of getting bogus names on the
roll. It would be possible for people
to wvatch for a coming by-election and
transfer votes to anl electorate in which
they could be useful.

The Premier: The electors are not as
had as youl make them out to be.

Hon, J. MITCHELL- It is quite possi-
ble that anl action such as we are now
asked to affirm will have that effect. I
know it has been said in the Bunbury
electorate that a number of people went
to Bunbury, stayed a night in a boarding-
house and applied to have their names
placed onl thle roll, and exercised the vote.

The Attorney General: Who said it?1

Hon. J. M7ITCH IILL: I know the same
thing was said about other electorates and
the hon. member knows that the same
thing was said about the Federal elections.

The Xttoruey General: Who said Ut?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Rumour.
The Attorney General: Street corner

gossip.
Hon. J. MUITCHELL: 1 would sooner
Into the mecanest street corner gossip

than the Attorney General. When this
debate is concluded I will tell the Attor-
ney General if he likes of a conversation
that took place hetween two members sit-
ting opposite, althoug-h not in mny pres-
ence. f protest against the attitude or the
Government in this connection. If this syvs-
tem is to be followed there will he no need
to have the rolls in order at any timie.
The people can neglect their duty to get
oin the rolls, they can wait until they
gel notice from thle Attorney General and
then go in and get their unmes on the
roll before election day comes. The At-
torney General says hie has hesitated to
declare the seat vac-ant, because he wants
t o get thle rolls in order. Surely that
mneans, he is going to do that in every
ease.

Thle Attorney General: 1 will do my
utmost to see that all the rolls are in
order.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: In the mean-
timne the Attorney General sa~ there is
no necessity for people to get onl the roll
because if any election occurs lie wvill give
tlhem amlple notice and opportunity. It is
a laudable desire to have on the roll every
person entitled to vote, but it is not a
suficient justification for delaying the
election. The Eicetoral Department ex-
ists to keep) thie rolls up-to-date, and we
should see that the election is fought on
the fairest possible lines, consistent with
the rolls as they were when the resig-na-
tion oecurred. The Attorney General can
easily see that if lie delays'the election
long enough lie might include 1OO votes
that wvent into the electorate a dlay or two;
before the resignation was received.

The Attorney General: That cannot
possibly be. After you have got your can-
Vass there is a. fortnight before thle claims
mature dnring which there is a sifting to
lest their validity.

lon, J. MITCHELL: But those votes
had been a month in the electorate in.-
eluding the fortnight which the Attorney
General has allowed.

The Attorney General: WellI, they would]
be etilitled to the vote.

H-on. J. MITCHELL,: If the Premier
opiens a timber mill and sends several
hundred electors into, say, the Nelson dis-
trict a dlay or two before the resignation
of the mnember is received, is it fair to
wait until those people can be enfran-
chis;ed before declaring the seat vacant?

The Attorney General: They must be
a niont I in the electorate before they can
vote.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Attorney
General gives themi over a month.

The Premier: Your protest is in order
to prevent people getting on the roll who
have a righit to the vote.

Hon1.J.-MITCI-ELL: That is deliberate
uniwrep resentat ion. I (1o not want to pmre-
vent anyone from voting, but the elections

shudbe held on tlhe rolls as they were
at the time when the seat was declared
vacnt. The Attorney General cannot
arguie otherwise. A by-election will pro-
vide a _glorious opportunity for Wrong-
doing it' the Attorney General's practice
is followed in future. I protest against

the attitude the Minister has taken uip.
The Attorney General: Do you protest

against the attitude the Federal Govern-
ment have taken up7

Honi. J. 'MITCHELL: The action of
the Attorney General is absolutely wrong
and lie ought not to bare taken this atti-
tulde.

The Premier: You ought to be ashamed
of desiring to disfranchise people.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: [ complain of
the action of the Government in giving
people an opportunity to get on the roll
who were not in the district when the
resignation was received.

The Attorney General: You have not a
scintilla of truth in that accusation.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I have as much
right to say that as the Premier has d.0
.say that I desire to disfranchise people.

The Attorney General: You have no
right to assert whbat you know to be a
libellous falsehood.

Mr. SPEA KE R: Order!l
Hon. J. 1Nl TCHU'LL: As the Attorney

General has said, his Geraldton lesson is
one bie is going to profit by, and lie is not
going to have the same thing happen
again. I would like to know from thle
Premier what he proposes to do after
the House adjourns.

Question put and negatived.

QUESTION%"-BELMONT - IALA-
MITNDA ROAD GRANT.

'Mr, LEWIS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What amyount has been granted
by the Government for the Belmont-
Kalamunda road? 2, How much was
granted onl the pound for pound basis'? 3,
What amount hals been expended by the
Belmont Park roads board? 4, Has the
lboard honourably fulfilled its obligations?
5, Was his statement at Kalamunda about
this road correctly reported? 6, Was
this statement in accordance wvith facts?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, £1,125. 2, £300. 3, £759 58.1
inclusive of £C500 granted by the Govern-
ment. 4. 5, and 6, 1 am of opinion that
the Board have been using votes made for
Kalainlunda-road on E~psom-avenue, and
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expressed myself accordingly. As the
Chairman of the Board took exception to
the remarks, instructions wvere issued on
the 3rd December for an officer to visit
the district aand make a special report.

QUESTION -POWELLISED SLEEP-
ERS, CONTRACT WITH FED-
ERAL GOVERNMENT.

Hon. J. MITCHELL asked the Prem-
ier: 1, Is there any truth in the ruimour
that the contract for supply of powellised
karrii sleepers to the Federal Government
is to be cancelled? 2, If so, upon what
grounds?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes; I re-
ceived word from the Prime Minister on
the 10th inst., to the effect that unless the
stipulations in the contract relating to
the time of delivery were fulflled, the
Commonwealth Government would feel
constrained, in the public interest, to can-
cel the contract. 2, The State Govern-
ment promptly replied explaining in de-
tail the circumstances wvhich had caused
delay in supplying the initial require-
ments for sleepers, at the same time
pointing out that ere long 12,300 more
sleepers would be cut per month than is
necessary under 'the contract, and 'by
April, 1915, the Government would he
fully up to contract requirements, and
that the contract was confidently ex-
pected to be completed according to the
terms thereof, in January, 1916.

QUESTION-PERTH TRAMWAYS,
SALE OF TICKETS.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (for Mr. Gill)
asked the Premier: 1, In view of the
reply given by the Commissioner for
Railways to the City Council re the sale
of tram tickets, will he inform the Com-
missioner for Railways to the same effect
as he did a deputation from North Perth
Council some months ago, "That Cabinet
had decided that no departure from the
system adopted by the compnn'y until
Stich time as the Government are pre-
pared to go into the whole question of
fares, etc."? 2. Seeing& the present ar-

rangements for the purchase of tickets
will be a heavy tax on families, especially
during the holidays, will he insist on the
decision of Cabinet being adhered to?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The reply
which I gave on several occasions to de-
putations was intended to convey that
no definite departure from the system
adopted by the company would take place
until such time as the Government were
prepared to go into the whole question
of extensions, alterations of routes,
periodical and sectional fares, etc., but
was not intended to refer to the sale of
tickets. I repeatedly endeavoured to
emphasise the fact that it would be im-
possible to arrange for extensions and
innovations respecting passenger fares
until the new power house was in opera-
tion, and more rolling stock available. 2,
The present method of selling tramway
tickets is being given a trial utntil after a
heavy or "rush" season has been experi-
enced under Government management,
and the advisability of its retention or
otherwise will accordingly be reviewed
after the Christmas and New Year holi-
day season.

QUESTION-STORM IN AORICfflr
TURAL AREAS-BENEFIT RACE
MEETING.I

Mr. FOLEY (for Mr. Turvey) asked
the Premier: 1, Whether he is aware that
the Helena Vale race club desired to hold
a race meeting to assist those farmers who
suffered severe loss in the recent storms
and was refused permission by the W.A.
Turf Club? 2, In view of the necessity of
assistance, that the proposed date is one
of the W.A.T.C.'s vacant dates, and that
the amount raised would approximate
£1,000, can the Government do anything
to assist the Helena Vale race club in its
laudable desire?

The PREMIfER replied: 1 and 2, The
Government is not officially aware of the
negotiations between the W.A. Turf Club
and the Helena Vale Race Club, but I
have been, inforned that the former has
had tinder consideration the question of
the best method of assisting the sufferers
by the Quairading storm, and that in view
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of the engagements of the horses at the
Christmas and New Year period, it is not
deemed advisable to acquiesce in the pro-
posal to arrange a further meeting on
the 27th inst., by any racing body. Fur-
ther, I understand that the controlling
body of registered racing proposes to
again take the matter into full considera-
tion after the New Year carnival.

QUESTION-SEWERAGE SCHEME,
FILTER BEDS.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Mlinister for
WSorks: 1, Is it a fact that the nuisance
recently complained of, from the smell of
the filters, has been lessened by reduction
of the spray from the sprinklers 1 2, If
so, have any measures been taken to treat
thle inoxious gases which are now added. to
the work: of the filter medium, and, if so,
what measuresT 3, If not, is an increased
volume of impurity being discharged into
the river, and, if so, how long is it pro-
posed that this state of affairs shall con-
linue V

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The nuisance has been abated,
hut not by the method stated. The reduc-
tion on the work of the old filter bed has
been d&e to the new filter bed coming into
active work. 2, No. 3, There is no in:.
creased volume of impurity being dis-
charged into the river.

QURSTION1,-DREPGING SWAN
RIVER.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Minister for
Works: 2, How many dredges are work-
ing and how many idle on the Swan
River? 2. Why are they idle, and for how
long have they been idle? 2. 'Where are
the punts that are not in use? 4, What is
the condition of the dredges not in use?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Two (2) Priestman grab dredges
working. Three (3) dredges idle, viz..
bucket dredge "Fremantle." and suction

drges "'Shark" and "Premier."1 2, The
work on which they are employed has been
completed. Tbey have been idle nearly
seven months. 39, At Mount's Bay, Perth
Water. 4. On bucket dredge "Fremantle"

and suction dredge "Shark" the machinery
is in good order, but the hulls require
slipping and painting. Suction dredge
"Canning" is obsolete and not worth re-
Pairing.

QUESTION - PUBLIC; SERVICE,
SALARY INCREASES.

INr. LEWIS asked the Premier: 1, Will
he issue instructions to pay before Christ-
inns certain increases passed on Estimates
to public. servants in receipt of under £200
a year? 2, If not, why note

The PREMIER replied: This matter
was submitted for my approval a fort-
nig-ht ago and arrangements made in ac-
cordance with the usual custom.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Electric Light and Power Agree-

ment.
2, Plant Diseases.
Transmitted to the Legislative Council.

BILL-CAMIE ACT AMENDIMENT.

Read a third time and returned to the
Legislative Council with amendments.

BILL-LOCAL OPTION VOTE CON-
TINTUANCE.

All Stages.

On motion by the Attorney General Bill
introduced and read a first time.

Second Reading.,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. Walker) in moving the second -reading
said: The Bill is introduced in conse-
quence of the defeat to all intents and
purposes of the Local Option measure in-
troduced into this Assembly and trans-
mitted to another place. The Bill was
lost during an important stage of the dis-
cussion in another place last night. That
Bill provided for the taking of the local
option vote in 1915 instead of next year.
By the Licensing- Act as it now stands
we were instructed to take the local op-
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tion poll in April of next year, and we
wish to bring the local option poll1 in line
with the provisions made in the Bill
which has just been defeated. This Bill
has no further purpose than that og' tak-
ing the local option poll one year in ad-
vance. No harm can be dlone in this
matter. The law as it stands in the 1911
Act provides that we can do no real genu-
ine good until 1920, therefore it is useless
expenditure and waste of time and energy
perhaps to take a poll next year. I beg
to mov--

That the Bill be now read a seco,,d
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

.In Committee.

Mr. Mcflowall in the Chair, the Attor-
ney General in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Amendment of Section 2,

1911, No. 46:
Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It was his desire

to congratulate the Minister upon bring-
ing down this Bill. [f the vote was taken
next year it would mean that the country
would be pilt to an enormous amount of
expense. He helieved in putting it off
even further than 1915. Under the pre-
sent Act the only question on which a
vote would be allowed was whether peo-
ple desired an increase of liceense% or not.
He was certain, because of his knowledge
of the people who were likely to take all
interest in these matters, that we would
never get a substantial percenitage of the
people voting on this question. There was
no interest whatever taken in the matter,
and he thought it would be better if wye
dispensed wvith tile taking of this so-called
local option vote until we could either
amend the Act or until 1920. Did the At-
torney General not think it would be
better to strike ont 1915 and insert 1920,
as we were simply throwing money away
by attemupting to take a vote uinder the
Act as it stood at present.

The ATTORNEY GEN\ERAL: In
order to take a genuine local option vote
it might be advisable to wait until 1920,
when the main questions of abolition and
compensation could be decided, but that

was a matter for the Committee. Per-
haps it would be advisable from an educa-
tional standpoint to have some public
discussion on the matter before 1920. If
the lion. member liked to move an amend-
ment hie would offer no objection. If the
Committee wished to vote for 1920 hie
was not strenuously opposed to it.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS moved anl amend-
ment -

That in line 4 "fifteen' be struck out
and "twenty' inserted in lieu.

One realised that education was necessary
upon this question, but we would get no
educational advantage by taking this vote
under the existing Act.

Mr. Balton: I am surprised that you
are a 1920 man nowv.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: We might as well
throwv the money into the gutter as take
a vote on the question of whether we
should increase licenses or not. Parlia-
ment haed decided that it would not allow
the people to vote for continuance, re-
reduction or no license until 1920.

Mr. DWY ER: We should see the ef-
fect of the proposed amendment in regard
to the applications for licenses before we
agreed to pass it. and that could only be
done b)'y comparing the measure with the
existing law. It woutld be difficult to judge
the effect without looking at the Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Thle
carrying of this amendment or the pass-
ing of the clause as it stood would not
have any effect upon thle existing law sii
far as the granting of new licenses be-
yond a radius of 15 miles from an exist-
ing hotel was concerned.

.M.r. DWYER: Was it the intention of
the Crown, when the necessity for an
hotel arose within 15 miles Of an existing
hotel, It, establish an lintel between the
present time and 1920?

Tf le ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
not possible for him to prophcsy wvhat
might be done either by the present Gov-
erment or by any succeeding Ministry.
lie could only declare that any matter of
that kind would be dealt with on its
merits. With regard to the amendment
moved by the member for Subiaco; it had
just occurred to him that, as this was the
last day of the session, it would not be
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possible to get this Bill through if hon.
members suggested amendments to it.
Therefore he asked that the hon. member
might either withdraw his amendment or
that it might be negatived on the voices.
If we were to have a local option vote
next April, the hon. member should with-
draw the amendment, because it wvould be
necessary to begin the process of getting
ready almost immediately.

Air. B. J. STUBBS :In view of the
explanation of the Attorney General lie
would not press the amendment. He re-
cognised that if we did not get the Bill
through now, we might be put in an
awkward position. He hoped next ses-
sion the Attorney General would bring
down a small measure and give the
House the opportunity of pntting off the
poli until 1920.

Akmendment by leave withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 3-agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
]lead a third time and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

BITL-LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

Returned from time
amendment.

C ouncil without

BILL-ROADS ACT CONTINUATION.

Returned from the
amendment.

Bhh1r-OP~tIM SMOI
TION

Council without

ONG PHOHIBI-

Council's A mendments.

Bill returned from the Legislative
Council with amendments which were
now considered.

it Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; Honl. W. C.

Angwvin (Honorary Minister) in charge
of the Bill.

No. 1.-Clause 6i, strike out:

lon. W. C. ANOWIN: This Bill was
principally to prevent the smoking of
opium which was carried on to a very
large extent by the Chinese and Asiatics.
He did not know that, so far as the wvhite
race was concerned in Australia, opium
was smoked to any extent. It was neces-
sary that every powver possible should
be in the hands of the authorities to pre-
vent smoking of opium. In China to-
day a man or woman caught smoking
opium was condemned to death. He
could not agree to the amendment of thle
Council striking out Clause 6. If the
amendmient -was agreced to it would be
almost impossible to prohibit what the
Bill wa intended for. It would be neces-
sary, to catch a person actually smoking
opium to enforce the provisions of the
Bill, because a person would only pre-
pare the opium at the time when it was
ititended to indulge in thle smoking of it.
Persons would not prepare opium for
smoking and keep it in stock because
then they would be liahle under the Bill.
The principal objection lodged against
the clause was that it was necessary for
pastoralists and others to keep certain
drugs which were necessary to deal with
stock. Whilst he disagreed wvith the re-
quest of time Council in regard to striking
(oit the clause, lie propose(] to move-

That the Council's amendment be
amended boy substituting "add to" for
"strike out" and by adding after
"clause," "Provided that it $hall be a
defence to anly proceeding for an
offence aq, ainst this section to prove
that the opium. was kept solely for the
medical treatment of man or animals."
Mr. GE'OUlGE : What thle Minister

had proposed would meet thme ease entire-
Is. When first he saw thme clause be
knew that it would press hardl 'y on far-
mers and those in the country Tincture
of opiuma was used in cases of colic and
no damagec was done. So tar as opium
smoking, was concerned, he dlid not think
one half per cent, of the opium used
was smoked outside opium dens.

Mr. DWVYER : Without the clause
the Bill would be of very little use.
There might be a danger in the amend-
ment proposed, howvever. A person might
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have a doctor prescribe opium for him,
and by virtue of the doctor having pre-
scribed it might take in a large stock of
opium and the possession of that stock.
if lie was able to treat it, would enable
him to colledt his friends and allow them
to use it for smoking, and if' charged
with an offence the person could produce
tile doctor's certificate.

Mr. TAYLOR: The argument of the
lion. znenibcr for Perth would[ not have
;tny eirect. If a pierson wecre ordered
opium for dysenilery, lie would not be
able to get in such a stock as wvould en-
able him to treat his friends. There
wvere not two people in 500 in the Com-
monwealt h wih, were habitual opium
smockers, In Queensland aid in] the back
part of New South Wales lie had seen
men who carried all the equhipmen t for
opur smoking. ad] w'ere slaves to the
evil. ']here was nothing which had such
at degrading effect oni a person as opium
smoking, but hie had seen such examples
onlyv in three or four instances. Those
"'lii had reached this stage of degrada-
tion were so ashamed of it that they would
not ask anyone except a slave like them-
selves to join them, and there would be
to danger of large stocks heing obtained
ais "as suggested. T[here was more opium
eating than optiom smoking. In all his
experienice on the mining fields of Western
Australia, he had not seen a white man
here smoking opium.

Flou. W. C. ANGIVIN: If a persoii
sold opijum in a large quantity he would
ruin tile risk of having his permit from
thle C omimonwvealth cancelled. Some of
thienm had already been threatened. Tlhe ,v
Itad to keel) a list of what they sold, and
to whomn they sold it, and the Customs
D ep art nient would] not allow them to sell
it in largeo quantities. The Customs De-
part ment iccoli ised 1piumin it)bulk for
manu facturing medicines, tabloids of
opium., tincture (if (utumn. opium cire

pills. extract of opium, fluid extract of
oum. nepenthe. anad opinim citre pow-

does. as capable of being prep)ared for
opium smoking, hut according to the
Medical Department, a man must be al-
mons t all explert to prepare them for this
purpose.

Question pyut and passed; the Coun-
cil's amendment as amended agreed to.

No. 2.-Strike out Clause 7:
Hon. W. C. ANGW1N: This really

decall with the same question. He
mioved-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
uncut tot agreed to.

No. :1-Clanse 9, line 28, after "justice
otr the peaice" insert "or Collector of
C ustomns":

H-otn. WN. C. ANGW1N: The Customs
officials had a good deal to do in connee-
tion with opium, and it was thought ad-
% isable that Ithe collector should have the
samie powecr as justices of the peace to
issue warrants. Ile moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

uncut agreed to.
Rtesolut ions reported. and the report

adlopted.
A comititee consisting of the Hon. W.

C. Angwin. lix. George, and Mr. Dwyer
drew imp reasons for disagreeing to one
of the Council's amrendments, and for
agreeing to one with an amendment.

Reasons adopited and a Message accord-
ingly returned to the Legislative Council.

B3II1l.---l LLS 0OF SALE ACT AMEND-
M FNT.

Connril's Almendmnents.

Schedule of' fourteen amendments re-
ceived fromt the Council now considered.

*In cYommrittee.
Mr. 1-olnian in the Chair, the Attorney

flceneri in charge of the Bill.
On motions by the ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL amendments Nos. I to 3 agreed to,
No. 4--0ause S: Bills of sale void

dgrtinst clim for 'rages:-strike out the
clause:

The ATTORNEY ('rINERA-L moved-
Thant the amendment be not agreed

to.
Question passed; the ('ouncil's amend-

ment not agreed to.
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No. 6.-Clause 9: Add the following
words to tile clause :-"anid by adding to
the section a proviso as follows: -pro-
vided this section shall not apply to any
agreement for hire with or without the
right of purchase of the chattels 1 :

Tim ATTOR.NEY GENERAL2 moved-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

No. 6, Clause I i.--Strike out the clause:
The ATTORNEY GENER.AL: Clause

11 repealed Section 46 of the Act, whichI
said that every bill of sale by way of
security for a sum not exceding £:30
should be void. He had taken pride in
copying the Victorian and South A us-
traiian legislation to allow a bill of sale
to be given as securzity for any amount.
He moved-

T'hat the amendment be not agreed to.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: There was no

logic in £E30. A bill of sale should be
given for any ainotnt that suited the
borrower.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment not agreed to.

On motions by the ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL, amendments Nos. 7, andi 10 to 14
iagreed to. and Was. .9 and .9 not agreed
to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of the Attorney
General. thie Ron. J. Mitchiell, and Mr.
flwyer drew up reasons; for not agreeing
to the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted, and a Mfessage ac-
cordlingly returned to the Concil.

MOTION - RAILWAYS COMMIS-
STONER, REAPPOINTMENT.

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. P. Collier) moved-

That the reappointment of 3Mr. J1. T.
Short as Commissioner of Railways, ont
the terms specified its the Executive
Council Minute laid upon the Table of
the Legislative Assembly on Thursday,
.13th November, he approved.

He said: T move this motion in compli-
ance with Section 2 of the amending Gov-
ernment Railways Act of 1907. 1 may

explain briefly the terms embodied in the
Ex2ecutive Council minute. It is, that the
Government have decided to appoint Mir.
Short as Commissioner of Railways for a
further term of five years as from July of
the present year, subject to any amend-
ment that may be made to the Govern-
ment Railways Act which might, during
the five years of his term of office, abolish
the p~osition of Commissioner of Rail-
ways. In that case, the Commissioner
would then be appointed as geueral man-
ager. I think I need not say very mchl
with regard to the justification for the
reappointment of Mr. Short. He has oc-
cupied the position for the past five years
and I think there is a concensus of
opinion throughout thle State that be is
entitled to a further term of office, but
there may be some difference of opinion
as to the increase with regard to the sal-
ary that has been provided by the Gov-
ernment. The Cornmissioner previously
had been in receipt of a salary of £1,600
a year, and the agreement which is now
being made provides that Mr. Short shall
receive £2,000 tier annum. I want to
point out that, in comparison with the
Position of. say, a few years ago,
the salary, iii my opinion, and in the
opinion1 of other mlemtbers of the Govern-
inent, is fully justified. For instance,
when Mr. Short was first app]ointed to
the position of Acting Commissioner in
1.907, we had then .1,764 miles of railways
opened for traffic, whereas on thme 30th
Junie of the present year, when he was
reappointed for another term of five
years,' the mileage was 2,854, or an in-
crease of 1,100 muiles. Necessarily that
maeans increased responsibility for the
time being, onl the mail who is occupying
the position of Commissioner.

AMr. Turvey: Hlas; hie shown increased
proficiency in his managementl

The \F1NISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
think lie has, and I wilt go so far as to
say thlit T do not think any State of thle
Commonwealth possesses a more capable
or mnore qualified railway expert at the
head of its working railways than does
Western Australia, and in justification of
that statement T might quote a few fig-
uires, that is if we look at it from the
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pounds, shillings, and pence aspect of the
question. From the inception of the
Government railways in 1879 to the 30th
June, 1907, when Mr. Short took charge.
the total profits in that period amounted
to £E616,725. and from 1907 to the 30th
June of the present year, covering the
period that Mr. Short has been Comimis-
sioner of Railways, the profits have
amounted to £765,017. wvhich is something
like £150,000 more for those live years
than the total profit for the other period
[1 quoted. That is just one aspect of the
quest ion. As one who ought to he in the
position to express an opinion-whether
it is worth muchi will remain for lion.
inenibers to say-I can say that from my
experience of the Commissioner during
the past two years, lie has shown a capa-
city for his work which .I believe could
not be excelled by any man we could oh-
tain within the horders of the Common-
wealth, or. in fact, without the Common-
wealth. Follo-wing on the figures 1 have
quoted, in addition to the mileage opened
during the tnast seven years, the capital
has increased from ten millions to 14 mil-
lions sterling. Then again, in addition
to the increased mileage comes increased
responsibility. If we are increasing the
responsibility of a man who is in charge
of such a big wvorking department as the
railway system, T say that man is entitled
to some corresponding increase in the
way of salary. The earnings of our rail-
ways during the samue period increased
from £C1,537,833 to £2,037,853. an increase
of half a million. Here again T sa -y that
whilst the Commissioner is not respon-
sible for the increase, hon. members must
admit that this increase brings added re-
sponsibility to thle duties of the mnan who
is in charge of the system. The expendi-
ture during the same period increased
from £C.1.35,907 to £1,506,600. Our in-
terest hill has increased from £358,738
to £500,000; that is, in round figures, the
interest bill amounts to half a million
st erling. The tonnage of goods handled
has increased during the same period
from 2,330,333 to 3,282,361 tons, and the
passenger journeys have increased in
round numbers from 13 millions to
17, millions. Above all this, the
number of the employees has increased

iii the same period from 5,816 to 7,750.
That covers the period dulring the
time the Commissionei' has been in
charge of the railways. Anyone who baa
the slightest experience of the handling of
men, more particularly in a large depart-
inent of this kind, will realise at once the
increased work and the added responsi-
bility entailed by that addition of 2,00
hands. Even to-day at this salary of
£E2,000, we shall have the lowest-salaried
Commuissioner of Railways, compara-
tiveLly speaking, in the Commonwealth.

Sitting su(SPeiedd from 6.15 to 7.30 p.,ar.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Before tea .1 was endeavouring to show
by a coulparison with the salaries paid for
similar positions ini thre Eastern States
that the salary now paid to the Commis-
sioner of Railways is a comparatively low
oae. .1[ would point out that Mr. Davies
who was ait one time general manager
oif the railways, received £1,500 per an-

num, and that wvas as far back as 1900
13 years ago. I venture to say few will
dispute tlhe fact that if the position was
worth X£l.500t per annum 13 years ago,
with thie growth of our -railway system in
this State, miore particularty during tbe
past six or, seven Years, [lie salary now
p~roposed to be jpaid to the Commissioner
is in coimpaLrison a very low one.

Mr, Taylor interjected.

The MI'NISTER F1;OR RAILWAYS:
What I1 am endeavouring to show is that
even this proptosed salary of £2,000 is the
lowest paid for a correspondingly Te
spoasible position in any State of the
Commonwealth, bar Tasmania, which is
not a fair comparison, because that State
ins only 400 maites of railway. Let ine
take another comparison. The late man-
ager of the Tramway Company, Mr.
Somerset . received a salary of £2,000 per
annum, and when we realise the fact that
saddled on to the duties which the Com-
missioner had previously to perform, is
the control of the lrarnways, there is no
comparison whatever between the respon-
sibilities of the two men. Surely, if the
manager of the Tramway Company was
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worth £2,000 per annum, the position now
held by the Commissioner of Railways
with the tramway work added to his pre-
vious responsibilities, is worth at least
£2,000 per annum. In New South Wales
the chief commissioner receives a salary
of C,3000, and in addition he has, two
assistanit commissioners each receiving
£1,500 per annum, mating a total 01
£6,000 paid to the commissioners who con-
trol and manage the system in New South
Wales. The Victorian chief commissioner
receives a salary of £C3,500, and there
again there are two assistant commission-
ers each receiving a salary of £1,500 per
annum, making a total of £6,500, whilst
in Queensland, a State which approxi-
mates most closely to Western Australia
with regard to area, railway mileage, and
other conditions, the commnissioner receives
£E2,250 per anniun. It'will be seen, there-
fore, that even with this increase the
Commissioner of Railways in Western
Australia wvill receive a lower salary than
that paid for corresponding positions in
any one of the Eastern States. In addi-
tion to having taken over the control of
the tramnway System, the commisioner
has also had added to his duties during
the last year or Iwo the control and man-
agement of the State saw mnill, and I be-
lieve that even men holding positions as
managers of sawmills of corresponding
capacity to that which the Railway De-
partment. controls, receive at least £1,000
per annum. What would be the position
if the Government endeavoured to get
a commissioner for a lower salary? Is
it to be supposed for a moment that if
we advertised in the Eastern States for
a commissioner to take uip the duties at
£1,500 per annum, we would receive appli-
cations from qualified men, taking into
account the fact that the commissioners
in the Eastern States receive salaries of
from £2,500 to £3,500.

Mr. S. Stubbs:- The position would not
be rushed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
We would not have an application fromn
men capable of taking the position.

Mr. Turs-cy: You may have capable
men in your own department.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
If we have a capable man in our own de-
partinent, hie is worth £2,000 a year. If
the reappointment of Mr. Short as corn-
inissioner is justitied at all, the Govern-
ment are justified in increasing the salary
to £2,000 a year. The manager of the
Mlidland Railway Company, with 270
miles of railway undler his control, receives
a salary of £1,500 per annum.

Mr.i Moore: Smith did not get that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
NO, hut. he receives a salary of £1,200 for
managing 400 miles of railway iin Tas-
mania. Is there any comparison between
tHie responsibilities of' a man managing
270 miles of private railway at £1,500 a
year, or the manager of thie tramways al
£C2,000 a year. aind the position of the
main controlling the whole of the railways
anti the imetrujpolitani tramways in this
St atLe,

Mr. Foley: The commnissioner would not
take the same responsibility as the man-
ager of the late tramway company.

Mr. George: He has to take it.

Mr. Foley: No, the Covernment take it.

'Poe M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I do not follow the interjection of the hon.
member, but the whole question boils it-
self down to this. Is the present commis-
sioner the right man for the positionq If
lie is, lie is worth £2,000 a year; in fact,
I think it is not sniflicient. When we re-
cognise that the capital invested in our
railway system is something like 14 mil-
lion pounds and the annual expenditure
approximately 13/4 millions, we must ap-
preciate the responsibility of any man
who has in his charge a system of that
kind, and it would be absolutely false
economy to pay the man in charge of such
an undertaking, in which so much public
money has been invested, where so much
money is being expended and where such
a large amount is received in revenue. a
salary inadequate to the duties hie has to
perform. That is the position of the Gov-
ernment, and viewing it in the light of
the facts I have just mentioned, we con-
sider if we arc justified in reappointing
Mr. Short we are justified in increasing
the salary to £2,000. T said at the outset
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that I did not intend to take up the time
of the House in endeavouring to justify
the reappointment, because I take it for
granted that there is oo objection to it.
but if I may judge from some interjec-
lions that have fallen during the course
of mny remarks, if there is any objection
-and I do not anticipate any very seri-
ous objection-it is not to the increase in
salary, but to the reappointment. I do
not think I need weary members in justifi-
cation of that reappointment, because dur-
ing the last four or ive months when it
has been known that Mr. Short has been
engaged for another term of five years, so
far as I have been able to gather not one
word of protest has been expressed either
in the Press, in this House, or on any
ptiblic platform in the State.

Mfr, George: Why not keep) him as Com-
missioner?

The ]MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
ftc ill be retained as commissioner so
long as the Government Railways Act re-
mains as it is at the present time. But it
was a necessary safeguard to insert a
clause of that kind wvhich provides that in
the event of Parliament in its wvisdomT
during the next five years amending the
Railway-s Act to bring the system under
Ministerial control

Mr. George: You do not want that.
'rThe MINI ST ER FOR RAILWAYS:

I amt not now going to offer any remark
in regard to that, but even if I do not
want it, it is not for mue to say what the
next Parliament may wvant. If Parliament
in its wisdom during the next five years

shuddecide to amend the Act in order
to bring the railways uinder Ministerial
control or in any way curtail the power
now exercised by the Commissioner, it is
a very' wise and necessary' pro-
vision to say that he shall keep
the position of general mtunnger. It
is only fair to the commissioner to know
that lie wvill not have to give tip
the duties of the position, although his
title may be changed and the powers he
now exercises may be somewhat lessened
or curiailed. That is an aspect of the
question which T think we need not enter
into at this point of the debate. I have
nothing further to say except that after

lhaving two years' experience of the pre-
sent Comiisaoner 's control and manage-
mien I of the raiways, not only myself
but the Government also unhesitatingly
oifer him re-apIpointnent; for another term
of live years,

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagii) : I think the
Minister has echoed the sentiments aI
memnbers of this Chamber in the very
forcible address he has given to the
.House inl introducing the matter now be-
pore us. Personally I think no more
conscientious or hionourable officer could
be found in any of the States. I hope
the Minister when a suitable opportunity
ollers will allow the Commiissioner to
take a well-earnied hotiday, as it is, patent
to every public man whio has businaess
transactions with the Commissioner that
the strain and stress of otflice during the
last three orc four years have told on him,
and] to recuperate his health, and so that
we mnay retain the services of anuchi a
valuable officer, a welt-earned holiday
would he the mens of giving him a new
lease of life and give the State further
benefit of the vast experience 1e has
had as a railway officer in this State and
South Australia. I have known him for
a period of twenty years and can con-
scientiously say he has endeavou red to
carry out the duties entrusted to him in
every p~art of the railway service he has
been connected with. In him 1 believe
the Minister has a colleague and an officer
second to none in the States of the Com-
monwealth. T have much pleasure in
supiportinig the proposal for increase in
salary and the re-appointment to which
the Minister has asked the House to
assent.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-W-ellington):
I. had some hesitation in rising so early
becaunse I understood there were various
members on the other side who desired to
express their opinion in connection with
this particular matter. The "Minister has
given the reason for the motion and very
prop erly said that, comparing the Com-
missioners of Railways in other States,
this State underpays that officer for the
onerous duties which have to he performed
by whoever holds the office. In my
opinion this House would dio well to carry'
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Ilite motion without any dispute. Who-
ever occupies that position, and I sup-
p'ose I1 may speak with some amount of
authorit.% on the matter, has to put up
with a great physical and mental trial;
lie is a target to be shot at by every ink
slinger in the State and by every member
of the Parliament of the State who
chooses to do it, notwithstanding that his
experience is in absolutely inverse ratio
to the position he takes up. The Com-
missioner of Railways in this State and
every State deserves to have the loyal
support of every member of Parliament
so long as lie carries out his duty. Every
man who occupies that position has to
meet all the different absolutely unjustifi-
able attacks that are made on him, and I
think the least that can be done so far
as this Chamber is concerned is to re-
cognise that even if lie has failings and
shortcomings the main principle of his
duty is carried out in the interests of [lie
State. I regret to hear from the lion.
member for Wagin that the Commis-
sioner's health has somewhat suffered in
the strenuous times hie has passed through
in the last few years. T can quite under-
stand it. There is no eight hours day, so
far as the Commissioner's work is con-
cerned; he is practically on duty for the
whole of the 24 hours. His home is on
the telephone and lie is likely to be rung
up at all hours of the night in connection
with matters affecting the railways. Con-
sultations between heads of departments
are carried oi, over the wire after the
day's work is dlone; that is the only
chance the Commissioner has to consult
the chiefs of his department. Let us take
a glance at the Commissioner's day: first.
he has hardly time in the morning to go
through the correspondence which pours
in, and give instructions with regard to
different points, before one or other
members of the general public require to
be seen; he has to advise the Minister on
all matters affecting the railways, and the
duties in that respect alone are more than
should be placed on one man. In my
opinion, in the interests of the whole of
Western Australia. the best thing that
could he done in this State would be to
appoint a Board of three Commissioners,

to have a chairman and two commission-
ers with him, so that different portions
of the Commissioner's duties may be
divided and he may be assisted in carry-
ing themi cut. Take for instance the
question of interviewing.

Mr. Lewis: The heads of branches do
a good deal of that.

Mr. GEORGE: So long ats there is a
chief of any business a great proportion
of the public refuse to he satisfied unless
they can come in contact with that chief
and that chief only.

Mr. Foley: A great proportion of the
peopl do(] not come into contact with the
Conimissioner of Railways.

Afr. GEORGE: A great number of
people insist on seeing the Commissioner.
When it comes to the question of details
of policy, which the Commissioner, and
the Commissioner only, can deal with, it
is to the Commissioner that the public go.

Mr. Foley: How many questions of
policy do members of the public have
with the Commissioner?

Mr. GEORGE: If the hon. mem-
ber occupied that position for a
day he would find out. It would
take too long to explain the whole
lot, and T do not want to he led off the
tr-ack. r eonsider that to have three
commissioners, tie same as they have in
Victoria and] New South Wales would
enable the chief conimissioner to be what
lie should be. the final arbiter in connec-
tion with various matters affecting the
railway- s. His colleagues could each take
'ine particular portion of the business
and relicve the chief commissioner in
connection with that matter. The chief
commissioner and his colleagues would
have their councils and discuss these
questions, and the final decision would
he arrived at in these councils. I have
no';- to refer to a question lately agitat-
ing the St;ate in connection with the
condition of our railways and the condi-
lions of employment of the wages staff.
The Minister has punblished in the news-
paper lately the details of a couple of
interviews lie has had wvith officers of
different railway organisations. Is there
any member of this House who would
for a single moment defend the
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attitude of those officers of the
railway association who went and in-
terviewed the Minister and practically
told the Minister, the 'Minister of their
own waking, and belonging* to the Gov-
ernment of their own making, and sup-
ported by their own party, actually told
the Minister that lie had practically been
lying, refused to accept his word, and
,dealt with him almost ais though he were
the scum of the earth. t do not think
there is one member of the House hut
will rejoice that thle Minister of a La-
bouir G-overnment will stand up and de-
fend his position in the way we must
all feel was justifiedl. If otficers of this
association and this department will deal
with a Minister of a Labour Government.
they have mainly created in that way,
what mar we expect is the position khey
would take uip with the Commissioner
of Railways If Mfr. Short -would pub-
lish the result of interviews he must
have had with these gentlemen, I feel
sure the language used to him would be
found to be stronger even than that used
to the Minister. I have referred to this
matter so as to urge members of this
House and members of the public to give
consideration to whoever occupies that
position. No nian can occupy that posi-
tion unless he is placed in such a way
that his own private concerns must be
practically pet on one side. The whole
of his time and attention must 'be given
to the big interests, of his department.
We have now nearly 3,000 miles of rail-
way andi nearly 7,000 employees of all
descriptions, and the Commissioner is ex-
pected to deal with every phase of rail-
way working and every industrial dis-
puite, right on thle spur of the momuent.
I do not want to say that the men have
no consideration for the Commissioner;
I know the great bulk of the men have
consideration for their Commissioner,
but they choose to elect officers in their
association and those officers naturally
try to carry out what they think best
for the men; but I do not believe if a
poll were taken of the railway service
to-day there would be found more than at
very small percentage of the employees
of tile railwvays would uphold the lang-
age and attitude taken recently by offi-

cers of that association. As I said be-
fore, I am very sorry indeed to hear that
the Commissioner's health has suffered,
bet I ami not surprised at it. The Com-
missioner is there practically the whole
of his time, cooped uip in an office deal-
ing with matters which should be dele-
gated arid canl only be delegated to some-
one of ncarly eq~ual rank.

The Minister for Railways :I have
suffered a bit in health myself lately.

Mr. GE ORGE :I am satisfied that
if the Minister occupied the position of
Commissioner of Railways for twelve
months even his robust liealth would be-
gin to fail under the constant strain.
1 have alwvays held that the most fatal
mistake thiat call be made in thie man-
agemenL of thle Railways is to keep the
chief man locked up within four walls.
flc can do more good by travelling about
the railway system to settle disputes? to
arrange inatters wvith the public, and
with the staff, In this way he can do
more good in one inspection trip than he
could do in correspondence in the office
in three months. Therefore. I. consider
the Homse would be acting w.isely if they
ctould see their way to appoint a board
of three comnmissioners instead of one as
at present. That waqs one of the things
upon which the Moore Government and
myself dlid not an-rec. The Government
did not see their wax, to introducing the
system, although. I believe, had it been
carried out, £:20,000 a year in salaries
would have been -,aved to the State.
.AT proposition 'wvas to take the Engiaeer
in-Chief from the Public Works Depart-
mnt and make him one of the commis-
sioners, and Mr. Short thle other, with
myself as chairman, and then to take
the consgtruction of railways into the
hands of the Working Railways. I have
no hesitation in saving that if that had
been carried out, if it could he effected
to-day, thle Construction of railways would
be carried out with inucb less expense
and far muore satisfactory to the paibic .
TIhI position is that the Working Rail-
ways have to ruin the new railways after
they are constructed by the Public
Works Department, and I do not think
there is-any instance of a new railway
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being banded over to the Working Rail-
wvays but what the Commissioner has
had to draw upon his working expenses
to reme'lv the omissions ;and' defects

otterilways so handed over to him
bw the Public Works Department. Un-
derstand me clearly; I dto not wish to
say that the Public Works Department
is not carrr-ying out its diuties according
to instructions, bitt I say there is no
one wvho can tell what is requisite on a
railway like the men wiho have to run it
and make it pay. Thne conveniences and
other requisites should be provided by
the Working Railways, who can do it
more cheaply and better than can the
Public Works Department.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Who would de-
cide the route of railwvays?

Mr. GEORGE: That would he de-
cided by Parliament, or by the Govern-
ment. It is ol'y a question of construc-
tion. Assuming that an agricultural rail-
way was being constructed by the Work-
ing Railways, immediately one section of
the line was completed-and it would be
to the interest of the Working Railways
to complete as soon as possibl-it wvould
he opened to the public on the usual con-
ditions of traffic which the people enj oy
throughout the Stale. What happens to-
day? The Public Works Department
naturally wish to make as good a reputa-
tion for theniselves as they can. If they
,,an reduce tine amount of money spent
upon Ilhe construct ion of the railways by
the traffic which they carry. naturally
they are going to do it.

Mr. SPEAKER :The lion. member is
not discussing the motion. T have allowed
him Io go to considerable lengths. He is
now% disc, ising the general policy or the
dlepart ment

11r. GEORCIE: T thought this was in-
separable from the motion. T (10 not want
In dispute thle ruling, but we are discuss-
ing the question of the Commissioner, as
to wvhether there should he an advance
made in his salary. T want to show that
while that may lie justifiable, the Com-
missioner would] receive great assistance
if the policy' were somewhat changed. It
is in the intcrests of thec country that any-
thing of this sort should be discussed.

Air. SPEAKER: The motion is that
the reappointment of Mr. Short as Corn-
misioner of Railways, on the terms speci-
fied in the Executive Council minute lad
upon the Table of the Legislative Assem-
lily on Thursday, the 13th November, be
apiproved. You can discuss the terms of
tlie minute. hut (hie motion does not al-
low the lion. member to discuss the con-
trol of the policy A of the department. The
ouly matter that can he discussed is the
termns of the agreement.

Mr. GEORGE: Mlay I submit that the
Mliinister, in pointing out the duties which
the Commissioner has to carry out, re-
ferred to tramways and to State sawvmills.
There is a certain amount of construction
carried on hyv the Working Railways, and
always has bieen; (all r refer to that?

Mr. SPEARER: 1' recognise that the
MIinister. in moving the motion, did touch
on many matters for the purpose of draw-
ing comparisons; but the mere fact that
the Minister touched on State sawmills
does not permit me to allow a discussion
on the sawmills, or any other matter
which lie may have referred to for the
irpose of comparison. I am going to

give the lion. member all the latitude I
can, hint lie has already had great latitude,
and as lie has pointed out to me that the
Ilinister introduced other subjects, so I
say the Mfinister can do so in introducing
a motion.

[Ike Depulq1 Sp'eaker look the Chair.]

11r. (; EORGE: I am sorry, but in the
I-ircnmstdnees f cannot continue as I
wvished do do, althoughi T think it would
he in the interests of the State. How-
ever. I will defer that for another oc-
casion. The Yinister referred to the
.salaries paid to managers of sawmills and
said the general pay was about £1,000 a
yea r. The Minister i'm making out his
ease for the motion said hie believed the
general pay of maungers of sawmills was
about 171,000 a year. lie is not very far
wvrong: for it is from £750 to D900. At
the same time the management of the
State sawvmills is a very small matter in
conmparison with the duties which the
Commissioner of Railways has to carry
out.
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The Minister for Railways: But it all
adids to the work.

Mr. GEORGE: Certainly. Then there
is the question of tramw~ays.

MAr. Taylor: 'Who is stone-walling the
resolutionq

Mr. GEORGE: i am not. The ques-
tion of the management of the tramways
is one which I do not think there should
be much dispute about. The Commissioner
of Railways is the proper mail inl whom
these tramways should be vested, for he
has the workshops at Mlidland Junction,
which canl repair and even build the ears.
But all this, added to his duties, makes
his posilion more onerous than before.
However, I do not intend to carry on the
disussion any.) longer. I still think thie
Governmwent would lie wvise if, in a future
session, they could see their way to intro-
ducing a Bill to constitute a board of three
comumissioners. If that were done then I
think the salary of the Chief Commis-
sioner, with several thousand miles of
railway to control, should not be less than
12.750, or £3,000 a year. I am satisfied
that, with the great duties and calls upon
him, the Commissioner should be placed
in such a piosition that private financial
matters should not in any way worry or
trouble him. If we place any man in a
position like this the remuneration should
be sufficient to enable him to make a fair
provision at tile end of his term.

Mr. S. Stubbs: £1,000 is a good salary.
Air. GEORGE : Thcy pay more than

that in other places, in businesses with
not nearly the turnover of the Railways.

The Minister for Railways: Some menl
managing single mines on the goldfields
are in receipt of £3,000 a year.

Mr. GEORGE; T know of places
where the salaries I have named are fairly
common. I think lie House would] be
doing a graceful thing if they passed the
resolution without further debate.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan) : I am opposed
to the motion, because I believe in minis-
terial Control of the railways. One of
the finest arguments advanced for minis-
isterial control has been put upl by the
lion, member who has just resumed hiq
seat. He eulogised the Minister for I he
stand taken in connection with the rail-

way employees' association, and went onl
to say he wvas proud to know that a Lab-
our Alinister would lake so definite a
stland, thus showing that he does not be-
lieve in his heart that if we reverted to
ministerial control, even uinder a Labour
Administration, the employees wvould be
able to makh the Minister accede to every
demand fromt their association. Another
reason which prompts me to oppose this
motion for the reappointment of Mr.
Short has been advanced by bon. memi-
bers in the argument that that gentleman
has for some considerable time past been
in ill-health. I regret as mouch as any
other member that the Commissioner, in
devotion to his duties, should have prac-
tically sacrificed his health, but I do think
that with that knowledge hion. members
are not taking a right stand in supporting
the reappointment of that gentleman tn
the control of our railways. If, as has
been said, that is the case, then it is up
to thle Government and the State to see
that a younger, more vigorous and more
capiable manl is put in the position of
Commissioner. I do not agree that the
salary should be reduced. I listened very
carefully to the figures quoted by the
Mlinister, figures given to show the salaries
paid to Chief Commissioners in the East-
era States. I do not think that we in
our State should pay the same amount
ais is paid in the older States, where they
have bigger railway systems, but at the
same time I do not think the salary should
be reduced. Again, 1 do not hold the
opinion that the snccessful nmanner in
which our railways are said by hall. menu-
hers to have been carried out is due en-
tirely to the Commissioner. It is due in a
large degree also to the loyalty of the eni-
ployees and some of the subordinate offic-
ers iiiCthe department, who, as has been
pointed out by way of interjection, have
in a great degree to control many of the
matters affecting this department. T
agree with) the interjection made by the
member for Willianms-Narrogin, that there
are many improvements which could be
effected in our service.

Mir. S. Stubbs: So, tco, in every railway
service.
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Mr. TURVEY: I do not hold the
opinion that the railway service of West-
ern Australia is one that we need boast
too much about.

Mr. George: Nor need we be laamed
of it.

Air. TtJRVEY: Certainly there is no
need to boast of it. It is the opinion I
hold. I think many improvements could
be effected, but if the present Commis-
sioner is not robust and is not vigorous,
the Government are taking a false step
in confirming his reappointment for a
period of five years. If it is known that
this gentleman is in ill-health, it would be
better in the interests of the State to re-
tire him and compensate him well for the
service he has rendered to the State. We
have a constantly increasing mileage.

Mir. Bolton: Then what would you advo-
cate-the next man being appointed Come-
missionerl

Mr. TTJRVEY: I would advocate the
reversion to Ministerial control. The Min-
ister said he thought that if applications
were invited from the Eastern States for
Commissioner at the present salary, we
would not have a rush of applicants. I
believe we have in subordinate positions
in our service younger men, vigorous men
capable of filling the position. If for gio
other reason I think the motion should be
defeated.

Mr. LEWIS (Canning) :It is my in-
tention to sLulport thle Motion. The
Minister (drewv a compaurison between thie
cost of administration in the Eastern
States and in Western Australia. He
pjointed out that New South Wales has
three Commissioners, who cost f£6,000 a
year, anid, in addition, several heads
of branches who it' some instances
receive higere salaries than the heads of
branches in this State. Thle traffic super-
intendent of tramnwavs in Newv Soujfh
Wales receilves £C00 a year. TPhe mileage
of railway s in that Stale is 3,S32 miles.
In Queensland there is, in addition to thc
Chief Commissioner. a Deputy Commis-
sionler whom the Minister did not mention.
The Chief Commissioner receives £2,000
a year, and the Deputy Commissioner
£1.250 a year, making the total cost for
Commissioners alone £8,250. and they

have a mileage of 4,266 miles. In Vic-
toria there are three Cromissioners and
the mileageo is 3,022, while our mileage
exceeds that of South Australia and Tas-
mania, being close on 8,000. Therefore.
I do not think any lion, member can
logically oppose [he increase of our Com-
missioner's salary from £1,500 to £,000
a year, especially after the ilinister has
emuphasised the fact that the manager of
thle MAidland Railway Company with a
maileage of 277 miles, is nowv in receipt of
£:1,500 a year. To take charge of a great
department such as this. cmabracing as it
d oes a nost every class of work and hav-
ing to fix ilp agrecinenis with the men,
requires great knowledge, and it is wvon-
derful what a knowledge the Comnmis-
sioner has of the technicalities of the wvork
of every mian throughout the service. In
the present Commissioner we have the
advantage of his having been trained and
reared in the service, lie occupied the
position of Chief Traffic Mlanager for
somel years, and during that time he
cained all aclunintauce of local condi-
tions which must be of great service lo
a nm in such a big department. I hope
the day wvill be far distant when, in mnak -
ing appointments of this sort, we will seek
applicants from thme Eastern States or
outside the Common wealth. Other States
have had experience of this. Victoria
mported a, commissioner from America

at a. salar y of £0.500, an(] in a short time
wvas glad to get rid of him and ap-
point a local manl who had been trained
in the service. and the local manl consider-
adly improvedl [lie a dministration of the
Victorian railways. In New Sonth Wales
also there is all imn~orted loan in Mr.
Johnson, and I venture to say that thle
people of that State wvould be very glad
to get ridl of that mani also, *and have
a local man,' because if they did the ad-
ministral ion would be better.

The Mtinister for Railways: They are
all getting back to Australian men.

Mir. LEWITS: There is a tendency to
seek for applicants outside of the Com-
monwealth for high positions in the civil
service while local men if given the oh--
portiality would prove as capable and
p)ossibly more so. We had anl example
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iii this Chamber, Our leader, the Pre-
mier, sin ce he had an opportunity has
demonstrated to the people of Western
Australia that be can carry on the Gov-
ernment even better than the Liberals
who were previously in power.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You can spend money
well.

Mr. LEWIS: The maiij thing we re-
quire is to give these local men an op-
portunity. 'Jhlere are men in oar rail-
way service, who if a vacancy occurred,
could fill the position with credit to them-
selves and with satisfaction to the people.
At the same time I realise that there is
roomn for inprovenment with regard to the
administration of the railways. Draw-
ing a comparison between the working
costs of the Traffi Departments in New
South W-ales and in this State, the dif-
ference is one per cent. higher in Western
Australia, which is very satisfactory. In
the Wars and Works Department there
is a difference of .5 p~er cent., and in the
Loco. Department there is a difference of
9 per cent. This difference is too great
and there is room for improv-ement and
economny iii some of the working depart-
muents.

Mr. George: Local conditions have much
to do with it.

3\r. LEWIS: They account for a good
deal of the difference,. but working con-
ditions in Now South WVales are abont
the same as in Western Australia,

M1%r. George: How about the wages?
Mr. LE'WIS: They are ver'y nearly

the samne. Western Australia is consider-
ably in advance of any of the other-
States as regards working expenses per
average mile worked.

The Minister for Railways: The con-
ditions are not comparable.

Mr. LEWIS: The diffecrence should nol
he so great; there is room for improve-
ment. There are departments where econ-
omnies could be effected, for instance,
with regard to stoies and other details,
which would reduce the working cost per
mile. The difference should not be purt
down to wages. They are not acclountable
for much of this expenditure. In New
South Walecs the working expenses per
averag-e mile worked is 4s. Od.; in Vic-
toria 4s. lid.; in Queensland, which, as

the Minister pointed out, is the nearest
approach to our own State as far as the
mileage and the nature of the country is
concerned, s. Sd., South Australia, 4s.
4d., Tasmania 4s. 2d-., and W'ester-n Aus-
tralia 5s. Id.

The Mlinister for Railways: And what
is the relative mileage per thouisand of
the popuPltationl in the different States'?

M1-r. LEWIS: We have a greater mile-
age per iousand of the poputlaltion than
any other State.

Air. George: What brings Queensland's
rate down'?

Mr. LEWIS: Heavy trallic on short
lines.

Mr. George: They have long lines.
Air. LEWIS: They have long lines to

work also, and a bigger population. I
recognise that the Minister introduced
lpowerful reasons when lie compared the
great growth and development of this
State during the present Commissioner's
terni of office in the -last six years.
These figures speak eloquently of the fact
that Mr. Short has done much good work.
Trais were mentioned and I intend to
refer to the appointment of 11r. Sbil-
lington, which .1 consider was absolutely
wrong and unjust and unfair to old ser-
vants, who have long experience and
good records in the department. Whien
Sir Newton Mloore was Premier, he laid
it down that all things beiung equal,
secniority should count. What encourage-
nient is it for men to remain years in the
service and become acquainted with
every detail of its working in order to
satisfactorily fill respon~sible positions if.
when an op~portunlity like this occurs to
secure a position whbich promises priomo-
tion in future. tile old servants are not
Oven a chance to fill the position'? There
is no need to mention names, though I
could refer to officers who have had .30
years' experience, and in sonic instances
tramnway experience also, and have as
good records as it is possible for men to
hold. officers who have hadl hundreds of
tncii wo,.king- under them and who have
dealt capably and well with the men and
done good work for the service, and yet
when an apointmenc conies along, a juinior
officer who has been three years in the
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Railway IDecpartnment as traffic inspector
is placed over the heads; of old officers.

Air. George: Po0 you stiggest favoutrit-
ism

Mrr. LEWIS8: 1 have no doubt it exists.
I defy the department or Minister Or
Government to jushfy 11r. Shillington's
appointment ill comparison with 20 other
men who applied for the position duiring
Mfay last and who tip to to-day have never
received a reply. This is wrong. It is
no encouragement for officers if they are
overlooked in this way. We want our
men to be ambitious, to build tip good
records and look forxvard to something
in the future, but this Sort Of thing Causes
men to become lax and not to put for-
ward that energy which they would if
they were givcn an opportunity when
suich positions as this are offering.

Mfember: Who appointed M1r, Shilling-
ton q

Mr, 1,EWiS: As far as I can say the
Commissioner endorsed the appointment,
but it was inconsistent with the attitude
which the Commissioner has previously
adopted.

Mfr. George: What is the saay?
ATr. LET~The salar v is £350 a

year. There is an officer -who has been
28 years in that department and 15 years
as traffic inspector and is receiving £310
A year, and yet this junior officer who has
had only three years' experience as traffic
inspector aind has never been in charge of
men is given a position at £350 a year.
Is that the way to reward long and faith-
full service7

Mr. George: I would like to see the
papers.

Mr. LEWVIS :. It is inconsistent with
the attituide which the Commissioner has
taken up in other instances. Seniority
has generally been given effect to. In
one instance a chief clerk was appointed
and] the appointment was recommended
by the head of one of the branches and
the Commissioner vetoed the appointment
and put ainother mnan in the position on
account of seniorit'y. If it was applied
in that instance, why did the Commis-
sioner fail to apply it in this instance?
That is a matter that the Government
should express an opinion upon and in-

struet thle Commissioner in this particular
instance that senior officers shall be given
somic consideration, otherwise there will
he nothing for the officials in the Railway
Department to look forward to. I con-
tend that all things being equal the offi-
cr with the best record should always re-
ceive firs;t consideration. In this instance
the quatiflcations of those who were
tassed over were superior to those of the
gent kinan who receivvi the appoint-
menit.

11.1. FOLEY (,lt. Lontora) : In op-
pbosing the motion movedl by the Minister
for Railways, I desire to say I hold the
opinion that if a manl has a. position, and
that position happens to be too much for
him because of ill-health or for any other
reason, there is no monetary equivalent
which wvill compensate hima for the loss of
health. If it is the position that gentle-
mian occupies that caused him to lose his
health, it is unfortinate. Still -1consider
Ott the salary given to that gentleman
i-, fair, hut evenl if we gave him £3,000
we couild Dot restore his health. If, as the
member for il urray-Wehhington (Afr.
George) declared, it would be well to ap,-
point three commissioniers, it would need
good argument to support that, because
if we dlid appoint three gentlemen we
wvould have this aspect to face, that there
would have to be a greater amnount of
money spent. Tile work that these three
commis:sioners would be calted npon to
perfon is niow being done by the heads
of the various departments in the service,
who are doing exicellent -work and who,
in almost every instance, are. responsible
for the efficien.y of thle railway system
at the present time. In regard to the ex-
Ira work that has to be done in conse-
orence of the takingz over of thoe trains,
the Minister stated that the gentleman
who held the position of manager when
the system was owned by the company re-
ceived a salary of £C2,000. If the tram-
way company saw fil to give £2,000, the
officer drawing that salary would have to
be a k-ecn business man and would be
ohligeCd to -render services to juistily the
payment of that salary. That. gentleman,
however, did infinitely more work for his
company than the Commissioner of Rail-
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ways is ever likely to be called upon to
do for the State.

The Minister for Railways: They never
.showed the results which we are showing
to-day.

Mr. FOLEY: They might nu! have
shlown the same results, but the differ-
ences in the results have not been
bronit;-t about by' any' improvement
in the tramway system. In reply
to everyv question which has been
ashed in this House in regard to
the tramways since they have been taken
over, the Premier has stated that until
some alteration is made in regard to the
plant no change can be made in the ad-
ministration. 'My opinion is that the
little extra profit which the tramns
have shown since the Government
have taken them over has been
hrought about to a great extent by
thle action of tlie Commissioner certainly,
hut that action has only been the means
of adding to the revenue at the expense
of the people. We should not forget that
at the present time tickets are not sold
by the conductors, andr that it is only
possible to purchase them in certain
places. 1 believe if the tickets were sold
an the tram-cars there would be a con-
siderable drop in the revenue. To that
sxtcuit. therefore, the Commissioner has
been responsible for an increase in the
receipts, because there have been more
payments by cash than by tickets, the
murchase of which entitle the public to a
!oneession. It is clear, therefore, that the
uterests of the public have not been con-
iidered, so that on that score the Corn-
nissinner is not entitled to the increase
t is proposed to give him. Then, if,
is the member for Murray-Wellington
tated, the Commissioner bad to work
!4 hours, I contend that that gentleman
:hould be relieved of his position. There
s no man who should be allowed to re-
nain on duty for 24 hours, and if that
,entleman cannot escape working the 24
tours he should resign his position so
hat someone else might take it over who
vill he able to carry out the duties at-
achied to it within reasonable hours. So
ar as tire railway policy of the Govern-
sient is concerned, in one sense it is well

to have the Commissioner free fromn
political influence altogether. At the pre-
sent imiie if anyone goes down to see the
railway authorities on a matter of policy,
in very few instances indeed is it possible
to got into thle office of the Commissioner.
Another thing that has to be remembered
is that the officers of the Railway De-
partict are so efficent that they can
attendl to the wants of any per-
sort, and they will tell one what
thle rule is in thle department.
I have always found that it the head
of A branph in the Railway Department
says a certain policy is laid down by
thle department, onie can go to the
Commissioner as often as be likes and the
answer will be the same. I have heard
the figures quoted by the member for
Canning, and when we compare them
with the figures of the other States we
must admit that ours look well. 'We pay
a litile more for coal, and our expenses
are a little higher than (]hose of the other
Stateas.

The Premier :And in reg-ard to water
supplies theire is no comparison.

Mr. 1POLE.Y : So far ais the w~ater sup-
ply is concerned, I know that the Rail-
way Department of this State in past
years, particularly in goldfields towns,
have had the first call on the water in the.
various dams, and the residents of the
gold fields in many instances have bad to
pay an increased price because the pre-
sent Commissioner of 'Railways consid-
ered that the railways should have that
first call, and we may rest assured that
the R~ailway 'i)epartment did not pay as
much as the private consumers.

The M11inister For 'Railways: We pay
6is. a. thousand gallons for water from
Munclaring to Kalgoorlie, and that is
higher than anyone else pays.

Mr. FOLEY: If that is the ease, what
becomes of the argument that the present
Commissioner is such a good man for
these railways and that he has not only
made good conditions in connection with
the running of the railways, but has also
taken into consideration and rectified the
trouble which existed for so long in re-
gard to the water supply. If the present
Commissioner has not improved the water
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supply difficulty for the railways theu
that is another argument in favour of
the calling of applications; for this posi-
tion. I believe that wvhenever it is neces-
sary to fill an important post like this, no
matter what Government is in office, ap-
plications should be called, and even if an
alteration is to be made in the administra-
tion of a department every man in that
department and others in the State should
have an equal opportunity of ap~plying
for the position.

The Premier: Hut you never call for
applications to fill a position which does
not happen to be vacant.

Mr. FOLEY: But we are going to
refill this position.

The Premier: No, we are not, we are
continuing- it.

Mr. FOLEY: Then the motion is
worded wrongly. If we are only con-
tinuing the position where is the necessity
for the motion which has been moved by
the 'Minister for Railways?

The 'Minister for Railways: The need
is contained in the amending Govern-
ment Railways Act of 1907.

Mr. FOLEY: If the present Comm is-
sioner has filled his post for the term
specified in the agreement, I contend it
is the duty of the Government of the day
to call for applications for the position.
I believe that there are men in Western
Australia whose qualifications would be
well wvorthv of consideration, and in
miany cases would have entitled them to
consideration in connection with a posi-
tion of this kind. Let us take the case
of the gentlemani who fls the position
of lnaiw of the Mlidland Railway Com-
pany at the present time.

The Premier: Comparisons are odious
in a matter of this kind.

Mr. FOLEY : They mi ay be. but they
are going to be made to-night. Thi's
gentleman who now fills the position of
manager of the Midland Railway Com-
pany's line has, since his appointment,
brought down the expenses to a marked
extent.

The Premier: That does not prove any-
thing because there is no comparison be-
tween the working of a line like that of
the Midland Railway Company and a

complete system such as that which be-
longs to the State.

Air. FOLEY: I1 grant that, hut if the
services of that gentleman bad been re-
taied by the Government, and we have
to admit the undoubted ability that
gentleman possesses, our own system
would have been materially improved. I
believe very recently an officer of the
Railway Department 'was sent abroad tc
ascertain the best means of doing a cer-
tain class of work in our railways. Aftez
the State had paid this gentleman's ex-
penses to gather this information, he
camne back to the State and gave the State
the benefit vf the knowledge hie was pai(
to acquire. The gentleman managing the
Midland Railway Company's line got thai
information for nothing. He merely got
a man belonging to the Midland Corn
pany to enter the service of the State foi
a while and that man secured for nothing
what the State had to pay a considerabl,
sum for. I believe that in the appoint
meut even of manager of the tramwa51
system the Commissioner of Railways dik
not show that merit alone was taken inte
consideration.

The Minister for Railways: You an
only, going on hearsay. What do yoi
know about it? It is only informatiox
which you have gathered about the stree
corner.

Mr. FOLEY: I have never heard th4
M~inister for Railways attribute such
thing to me in this House.

The Minister for Railways: I say tha
on this question you have no persona
knowledge, and that you are only repeat
ing what you have heard-gossip abou
the streets.

Mr. FOLEY: If the Minister for Rail
ways attributes that to me on this occa
sion. I trust fie will attribute it to mn
armuients on other questions as we]
The information I have on this subjer!
has been given to me by mevnn who kne;
as much about railway administration a
any member of the Ministry at th
present time. So far as knowledge o
the Western Australian railway svster
is concerned, I grant that the Ministe
knows a great deal about it in an officis
capacity, but when it comes to an ap
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pointmeut like the one to which I have
referred, I think I am entitled to use the
information which has come to me from
men in the department who know the
merits of all those who have applied. I
contend, therefore, that when I base my
arguments on information of tis i.e-
scription the interjection which has been
made by the Mfinister is blown to pieces.

The Premier: Quite a number of
people lose their deposits at elections, but
they always consider the electors were
mad.

Mlr. FOLEY: So far as this appoint-
went goes, I am not one to say that be-
cause a man has been in the service many
years hie should have the benefit of every
position which is going. I believe there
are men in any calling -who can gain as
much knowledge in a few years as men
who have been at work for many years,
but I am led to believe by men who know
that in connection with this appointment
the Commissioner of Railways did not
take into consideration the long and
faithful service that had been given to
him by many officers in his department.

The Minister for Railways: You do
nut believe in seniority.

Mr. FOLEY: Not altogether. I do not
think the appointment was justified, be-
cause I helieve there were better men
with greater knowledge of the running
of railways and tramways, and T believe
if some of them had been appointed to
this position the work of the Commis-
sioner of Railways would have been made
much lighter than it is at the present time.
So far as the position of the Commis-
sioner is concerned, the actual taking
over of the tramways by the Government
is not reason enough to qualify him for a
higher salary.

Mr. H,. B3. Johnston: What about the
increase in the railway system?

Mr. FOLEY: The increas4e in the rail-
way system is all very well, but as the
railway system increases the officers in-
creasle with it, and each and every officer
appointed lightens the burden of the
Commissioner.

Mr, Lewis : What about the compari-
son with the other States I

Mr. FOLEIY : The hon. member dealt
with that. The present Minister for
Rail ways takes a great deal more of the
brunt of administering- the system than
any previous Minister did, and while we
have a Minister who bears the burden
to the same extent as the present Min-
ister, I say the Commissioner of Rail-
ways is not justified in receiving more
than £1,500. I am going to vote against
the increase and I trust the House -will
vote against it, niot because they do not
consider the position worth more than
£2,000 but as a protest against the posi-
tion of Commissioner of Railways being
filled by one man and only that one man
having an opportunity to fill it.

Mfr. GILT, (Leedervilte) : I intend to
say only a very few words on this mu-
tion. I want to make it clear at the out-
set that although I am opposed to the
reappointment, t am not opposed to a
salary' of £2,000 heing paid to a commis-
sioner to manage our railways; in fact,
I think wve would be justified in the pres-
ent state and extent of our railways in
paying £3,000 to have them managed as
they should he managed. The member
for Mnirray-Wehington has raised to-
ni-gh .t the issue as to whether one com-
missioner is sufficient to control our
railways, and he (discussed the advis-
ability of having three others. There
is no doubt that if the system of coim-
missioners is to continuie we would have
far better results from three commis-
sioners than we have fromn one. I have
al'vays been impressed with tis- f act,
that while we have a commissioner man-
aging our railways and workshops, per-
manent ways and everything else coii-
neeted -with the s9ystem, hie is too rmuch
lied to his office to have that oversight
of the railways. whichi he undoubtedly
should have in order to control
thepm to the best advantage. Per-
haps the Commissioner is not to blame,
hut I have always been of the opinion that
the railway commissioners have shown
bad judo-inent in the choice of their offi-
cers, and in that respect the present
commisioner is equally guilty with thoise
who preceded him. I do not know whet-
her lhe is altogether to be blamed. The
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Commissioner is tied to the office so much
that he has not had time to get about and
see the work that is performed, and that
may accounit to some extent for the bad
selection of officers at tintes. There is
no doubt that the successful operation
of the railways depends on the outside
meni. It is all vecry wvell for the comn-
missioner and the inside officers to get
a large amount of credit, but the sue-
ecssfuli working of the system depends
more on the outside men than the men
inside the office, and if we are appointing
officers outside wvho do not understana
practical railway' work we are going to
have the expenses increased very con-
siderably. That has been the experience
in Western Australia for a number of
years. Comparisons have been made ii,
regard to railwvays in this and the other
States. That is a poor guide for anyone,
because the conditions are not the
same, and consequently I amr not going
to dilate on that subject, but I feel con-
vinced that if the Commissioner were
to pay more attention to the selection of
his officers not only in the Working Rail-
ways, but in the workshops and other de-
partments, there would be found great
room for improvement-and lie would
save very- considerably in the cost of
management. We have the instance of
the selection of the superintendent of
thre tramways. We were informed in re-
ply, to a question last week that appli-
cations were invited from the railway
staff. Experience, record and general
qualifications were considered, and the
officer considered most suitable by the
Cominisioner was appointed. If that re-
ply is absolutely Mr. Short's opinion, T
say he is absolutely the worst judge of
railway men in Western Australia. I
have no hesitation in making that state-
ment. Mr. Shillington and I are the
best of friends, hut Air. Shillington him-
self would not pit his abilities as a rail-
way man against those of 20 others in
the department.

The Premier : This is not railways.

Mr. GLL : He has not head any ex-
perience of tramwvays. I am going on
the qualifications, and in dealing with a

position such as this I maintain that
seniority should come into play

Mir. Underwood : No, ability should]
come in.

Mr. GILL, If the hon. member head
any experience of Government employ-
nient lie would not say that ability should
conme into play all the time, and not
seniority. I have had a -God many years'
experience of Government employment
in this State and South Australia, and
icy experience has been that ability comes
into play sometimes but not very often.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: It should.
Mr. GILL: If ability was taken intc

consideration every time I would agree
with the member for Pilbara, but unfor-
tunately we cannot get that. This poi
tion was posted as heinz va&int aind ap)-
plications were invited and submitted. I
maintain that the ability of the appli-
cants should heave heen taken into consid-
eration. and if two or three were about
equal in regard to ability and record-
and many of them have had a number ol
years' exper-ience---sniority should takE
precedence.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Who should be thE
judge?9

Mr. GILL: The Commissioner, ol
course.

.%r. A. A. Wilson: He was the judge
Mr. GILL: Well, hie is a bad judge. 11

this is his candid and honest judgmrent, h(
is not fitl to be a judge.

The Premier: Would not somehod3
else recommend to him?

Air. GILL: It may be so. That is tho
trouble in all the rai lway services. Ra
commendations are made not always or
ability but very often for other reasons
That is the stumabling block to some of on:
officers. If we recognise the principle ol
seniority the man who was senior nr
very often had the superior ability as wel
would have an opportunity of showin,
whether he had that ability or not. Thi
difficulty to-day is that the men who ari
senior and undoubtedly have some abilit.1
heave not the opportunity of showing theji
superiority. I maintain that if a senioi
mall is passed over it is due to him tha
the authorities should show that the per
son who received the appointment har
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superior ability. There are one or two
other matters I wish to deal 'with. As I
said before, I am opposing the re-appoint-
ment of the Commissioner, because I con-
sider it would be of advantage to have
some new blood at the head of our rail-
ways. If we had that, it is just possible
there would be introduneed some new sys-
temn in connection with the working of
the railways. We have got into a rut
that was cut '15 years ago, and we are
likely to go on travelling in it judging
by the present slate of things. There is
nothing new of ally description intro-
duced into the system, no matter what
happens in other parts of the world.
I admit that railway people and Govern-
ment people generally are pretty conser-
vative, but in other portions of the world
there hias been a departutre from the pre-
sent ticket. system. That has been men-
tioned in this House on several occasions
but we still have the same old cumber-
some and expensive system that has been
in operation ever since the railways were
started.

The Minister for Railways: They have
,departed from it in one State of the Comn-
monwea IthI.

Mr. GILL: But they departed from it
in New Zealand and America.

The Minister for Railways: If you'
would like us to increase the single fare
we can introduce it.

M~r. GILL: There is no objection to
increasing thie single fares.

The Mlinister for Railways: You ask
the public about that.

Mr. GILL: There is no need to in-
crease the fares. Tf it pays to carry a
person two journeys for 30s., would it not
pay to carry him one for 15s.?

The Minister for Railways: No; that
shows you do not know much about that
part of the systemn.

Air, GILL: I am not going to debate
that question nowv, hut for the hon. Min-
ister to say I do not know anything about
it does not settle the matter. I have con-
tended all along we should have the single
ticket system and give the people the
right of buying their tickets to-day if
ihey want to travel to-morrow. There
is no necessity why if a person buys a

[.142]

ticket to-day he ought not to use it to-
morrow. The whole of the ticket system
has been revolutionised in some other
coumtries; America is the most striking
example. But here we stick to the same
old thing. I simply mention this as one
instance NVhere we are in the same old
ruii, I inman y other instances I amn
convinced that if we had a Commissioner
more tip to date than the present one the
railways wvould be far better than they
are to-day. We want a man who is up-
to-date in connection with railway sys-
temls. The member for Canning (,Mr.
Lewis) mentioned that he believed there
are many men in the service who are comn-
1petent 'to ill the position. I am not inl
accord wvith the hon. member in that;
there may be some, but I do not kno-w ot'
any with sufficient general experience of
railway working to occupy that position.

The Premier: Is not the General
Traffic Mfanager up-to-date?

Mr.~ GILL: He has been in the State
2-0 years and is in the same rut as twenty
years ago.

Mr. S. Stubbs: A very good rut he is
in too.

Air. GILL: Western Australia should
1)e ahecad of the Eastern States in the
matter of railways, having a newer sys-
tem and some of the greatest advantages.
we should be ahead of the Eastern States.

MTf. S. Stubbs: We are.
Mr. GILL: I ant pleased to hear the

hon. member say that, and I hope he -will
always stand by it.

Air. S. Stubbs: We are in lots of ways;
we do not have a lot of accidents here.

Air. GILL: With -reference to the mat-
ter of train tickets I maintain it is the
duty of the Premier to carry out his state-
meat made somne time ago that there
would bp no departure from the system of
selling tickets.

The Premier: T did not give you an
assurance that there Would be no depar-
tire in methods, but that there would be
no change with regard to sectional fares
and so on until we had made provision
to cope with the demands that would have
to be niet throughI the increased ntumber
of passengers.
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Mr. GILL: The Premier gave the im-
pression that there would be absolutely
no departure. There is no doubt that
people wi4th families are going to suffer
considerably during the holidays on ac-
count of the present system of selling
train tickets. People have to come into
town particularly to buy tickets to take
their children to a picnic.

The Premier: They are sold by dif-
ferent newsagents; you will see that on
the time table.

Mr. GILL: If the Government are
having these tickets sold by newsagents
that relieves the position considerably. It
is a pity they have not made the fact
known to the public. It is a pity that
people with families should be penalised
dutring the holiday season. I wish to say
in Conclusion that my' reason for opposing
this motion is that it wvould be to the
advantage of the railways to have anl in-
fusion of new blood, so that we could get
better results more particularly from offi-
,ers controlling the big departments of
toe railway service.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): Ilam
very pleased to further the cause of this
motion for the reappointment of Mr.
Short as Commissioner of Railways at an
increased salary. When the arguments of
those opposing the resolution are analysed
we find that the whole burden of the corn-
plaint is 'because the Commissioner re.
commended Mr. Shillington to be ap-
pointed to the position of superintendent
of Tramways at £360 a year. When we
take into consideration the fact that Mr.
Short is responsible as Commissioner of
Railways for the success of the tramway
system, just as lie is for the success of
our railway system, one would at least
think that his experience of many years
would enable him to appoint a man under
him to supervise the tramway system.
One cannot think that 'Mr. Short would
make a recommendation as has been sug-
gested from motives other than the merits
of thic man he appointed. We have heard
the member for Murray-Wellington sup-
port the motion, and in this Chamber the
lion, member is wore capable of speaking
on railway matters than any other Them-

her. We heard him support the motion.
and of the other members who have had
railway experience we had some support-
ing and the member for Leederville op-
posing, and last but not least we heard
the expert railway and tramway member
from Leonora, who gained his experience
of railways and tramways I presume on
that single line which runs about four or
five trains a day from Leonora to Gwalia.
We have heard all these statements. The
statements of members opposing the
motion, when boiled down, are found to
hinge upon the appointment of a super-
intenident of the tramway system. There
has not been one tangible complaint
against the administration of the Com-
mnissioner since lie held that office.

Mr. S. Stubbs: One member said he
was too old.

11r. TAYLOR: That is not a complaint
against his management. The member for
Swan advanced an argument which was
unjust and unbecoming for a young man
like the member for Swan to advance
against a man like the Commissioner. If
the Commissioner's health is broken as the
result of services to this State, it is due
to the State to see that he shall not want;
but perhaps, as pointed out by some mew-
hers, it is only, a temporary breakdown
and a rest will recuperate him. The
Commissioner of Railways has risen to his
present position from the very bottom
rung of the railway service, and that is
indeed something of which he should be
proud. I am pleased to know that there
have been no complaints against him, even
going back to when he was Traffic Mana-
ger under M.Nr. Davies, or under the late
Commissioner, the member for Murray-
Wellington. With reference to the tram-
way system I want to say that if Minis-
ters heard all the complaints from people
in the metropolitan area about the re-
striction of the sale of tram tickets they
would indeed change their opinion on that
point. The Premier said newsagents sell
tickets now; that is indeed news to me.
I did not know it was in the Tramway
Guide that tickets were to be obtained
from newsagents until I heard it on the
floor of this House. Even that is not suffi-
cient, as I bold there is no reason why
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tram conductors should not sell the tickets
now as they did in the past.

The Premier: We have had members
complaining that the conductors do not
gather all the fares; if they had to sell
tickets there would be probably a greater
loss in that regard.

Air. TAYLOR: I have been riding in
the trains for about 13 years, and I do not
know that they have failed to collect a
fare from me once, no matter how big the
crowd. I do not think the tram conductors
miss many fares. Before the late tramway
strike it was impossible to dodge them for
a fare, but after that strike and newv
hands were put on there may have been
some difference. but I do not think there
is any necessity to advance the argument
that the tramway conductors' time is so
taken up that they would lose fares whilst
selling tickets. I hlope the Government
will reconsider that aspect of the question
and give the same facilities under Govern-
ment control of the tramways as used to
be given by private enterprise. I desire
to support the motion.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Nar-
rogin) : I desire to support in its entirety
the motion submitted by the Minister for
Railways. I think every hion. member lis-
tening to the speech of the Minister must
admit that he made out a very good case
for the reappointment of Mr. Short as
Commissioner of Railways, and must also
admit that those hon. members who have
spoken in opposition to the motion have
really advanced no arguments at all of
any weight. I am sorry the suggestion
of the member for Mlurray-Wellington
(Mir George), that the motion should be
passed without discussion, was not carried
into effect. As far as my limited know-
ledge of railway matters is concerned, I
must admit I thiink the Minister is right
when lie says the present Commissioner
is the right main in the right place, and I
hope he w'ill stay there, whether the pre-
sent syvstem of administration is continued
or whether the railways are brought under
ministerial control at a Inter date. if
they are brought under ministerial con-
trol I still think the Government have
done right in providing that Mir. Short
shall remain at the head of the service.

There is no doubt the immense length of
new railways being built by the present
Government must largely increase the re-
sponsibilities of the Comnmissioner, and
on that account I think the Government
have done wvell in increasing the salary to
£2,000, quite apart from the tact that the
recently purchased Perth tramnways have
been placed under the Commissioner of
Railways. I think the Commissioner's time
should he fully taken up with railway
management, and I hope he will not be
burdened with too much of the detailed
work of the tramway system. One point I
would like to emphasise is that Mr. Short
is an Australian who entered the railway
service on the very lowest rungs and has
worked himself, on merit alone, right to
the head of the service. I think it ill-be-
comes any hon. member to suggest that
we should advertise for an imported rail-
way commissioner as long as we have an
Australian able to do the work.

Air. Foley: No hon. member has advo-
cated that to-night.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I was under
the imlpression that some hon. members
lhad advocated that applications should
he called for the position of Commis-
sioner. If it wvas intended that those ap-
plications should be called outside the
Commonwealth I protest against the sug-
gestion, and say again that when there is
a man in the position capable of doing
the work, and who is an Australian at
that, there is no necessity to even suggest
calling for fresh applications for the posi-
tion. It must be admitted that the diffi-
culties confronting any officer holding
the position of Commissioner of Rail-
ways are very great, and comparisons
with the figuares of railway working in the
Eastern States are always unlikely to
convey a correct meaning, when we re-
member that in this State we have a much
snmaller population per mile of railways.
ad also that many of our railways are out

in dry districts where water is a very
expensive item, and where this defect
makes the railway working very much
dearer than it would otherwise be. The
Mfinister mentioned by interjection that
Western Australia has at least done one
thing in leading the way in railway man.-
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agernent in the Commonwealth, namely
by the provision of second-class sleeping
cars. In this connection I would like to
remind the Minister that he has promised
second-class sleeping cars on the Great
Southern, and it is high time that pro-
mise was carried into effect.

Mr. Foley: More parish pump.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: There is no

parish pump at all about it.
The Minister for Railways: No, it is

a big national question.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The member

for Leonora would object to going to his
constituency without a sleeper, and I
think the lion, member wvould be doing a
lot better in supporting my remarks
which aim at giving women and children
going from the goldfields to Albany the
righlt to hrave! in second-class sleepers.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER, The hIon.
memiher must confine himself to the inn-

lio,,.
Air. L. B. JOHNSTON: On a personal

explantationi, my constituents are n ot af-
fected to any extent, but I often see
women and children from Perth and
the goldfields travelling to Albany,
and I want them to have the bene-
fit of second-class sleepers In re-
gard to the remarks of one lion.
member concerning Mr. Short's health,
I was very sorry to hear anyone say
that because the Commissioner is tem-
porarily a little indisposed, that should be
regarded as an argument against his re-
appointment. I say that a nane who,
like Mr. Short, has spent most of his life-
time in the service, if his health is a little
run down, the Government might well
give him any nlecessary holiday for the
purpose of recuperation.

The Premier: He will be all right whetn
lie comes back.

Mr. R. B. JOHNSTON: An.) civil ser-
vant who has devoted most of Iii, life to
the service of the country' ought to be
given a holiday ait the end of his timne,
and Ihe fact that lie is a little rut) down
should not be used as an argument against
the reappointment, as I am sorry to say'
was done to-night. The Commissioner
has now more ripened experience and
mature judgment than ever before, and
I think the Government are doing very

wisely in submitting this motion for his
reappointment at a salary of £2,000.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I do
not desire to speak at any length. I am
supporting the motion, but I would have
approved of a motion affirming that the
Minister for Railways should have abso-
lute control instead of the Commissioner.

Hon. J. Mitchell: He would be a very
happy 1mister.

Mr1. UNDERWOOD: He might or hie
might not. Aceordinig to all accounts we
have not a happy Commissioner aud, after
all, we are not. looking to make happy
positions. We are looking to run these
railways for the benelit of the people, and
Parliament is responsible to the people,
while the 'Minister is responsible to Par-
liament. Therefore, I contend that tile
Railways, or any other department of
Government, should he under the control
of the -Minister. The Minister should
have absolute control and should take the
responsibility' . I have never agreed to
the system of appointing a Commissioner
outside of Parliament who is going to ran
a great department in defiance of Parlia-
ment.

Hon. J. Mitchell: He does not do that.
Air. UNDERWOOD: He does do it. I

am still going to protest against haending
over to any Din, I care not who he is,
a great public department and allowing
him to have control without being res-
ponsible to the people. 'I want the Com-
missioner to be under the control of the
Ministcr. If the Minister is not worthy
wve can deal -with him. We can get an-
other Minister. If the Parliament is not
worthy the people can get another Par-
liament at the end of three years, but the
Commissioner is appointed for a longer
term than three years. It has always ap-
pealed to me that in the appointment of
commissioners Mlinisters are trying to
shirk their responsibilities. After all,
Ministers are responsible to the people,
and having the responsibility they should
have control. I would not think of taking
a position in which I had responsibility
unless I had absolute control, and, there-
fore, I contend that we should alter our
Railway Commissioners; Act, I think it is,
to the extent of saying that the Minister
has absolute control over the Commis-
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sioner. After all, the Commissioner should
be only an adviser to the Minister. Then
if anything goes -wrong we in Parliament
can go to tbe Minister or, if out of Par-
liament, we can go to the members of Par-
liament who support the Minister. I have
no desire to say anything in regard to
Mr. Shillington's appointment. Mr. Shil-
lingion may or may not be the best man.
In the opinion of the Commissioner 'Mr.
Shillington is the best manl. We have ap-
pointed the Commissioner, and when we
appoint a man to control things he must
control until we are satisfied that he is
unworthy. Once we are satisfied with
that we will turn him out, but until thon
we cannot interfere with any of the de-
tails of his work.

The Preinier: He has absolute power
to appoint to all positions under £400,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I admit that; but
lie should not have that p~ower. It should
be with the Minister. However, seeing it
is with the Couimissioncr I am going to
support it. When I amn convinced that
he has made a blunder sufficieint to put
him out of his position I will move in the
matter, but I am not satisfied of that yet.
I am not going- to attempt to interfere
with the Commissioner's work unless lie
makes a very serious blunder indeed, one
that would be sufficient to put the Comm is-
sioner out of office, and the Oovernment
also, and in the appointment of Mvr. Shil-
lington. so far as I know, he has not
made that mistake. In regard to the
salary of the Commissioner, if we can get
a Commissioner who will ran the Rail-
ways to the best possible advantage he is
worth £5,000), let alone £1,500. 1 have
never yet quibbled about paying a salary
to a good man. If we think he is com-
petent to 'run the Railways then he is
worth far more than £1,500, while if he
is not competent he is not worth twopence.
I would support a considerably greater
increase than has been agreed upon. If
we get a man absolutely competent hie is
worth thousands to us. We cannot put
his value in pounds. shillings and pence
anid, in my opinion, E1,500 is a small sal-
ary indeed for a railway commissioner.

Ron. J. MITCHELL (Northam) : I
have no wish to detain the House very

long and I am not going to be very severe
with the Minister. I am very pleased
that the Minister has seen fit to increase
the salary of the Commissioner from
£1,500 to £E2,000 a year. In doing so he
is doing the Commissioner but bare jus-
tice. What the House has to consider are
not the questions of detail -which have been
discuissed here. One member stated that
the Commissioner should be immune from
political influence and presumably we will
have to inoculate him so that he will be
safe from attack by any microbe which
the Minister may administer to him.

The Mlin ister for Railways: And in the
nest breath someone said that I should
interfere with his appointment of tram-
ways superintendent.

Hon, J. MILTCHELL: That is wide of
thie mark. The question is-is this posi-
tion worili £2,000 a year and is the Com-
miiissioner the right mank for the position?
I say ii esitatingly that it is worth
£2,000 a year and that the Commissioner
is the right man for the position. We are
pleased that the Mlinister agrees wvith us.

The Premier: That is not correct; you
agree with us for once.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If I may be per-
mitted to say a word or two in regard to
other senior officers generally, their salar-
ies are altogether inadequate for the very
serious responsibility they have to face.
"With this increase the position will be
that the Commissioner will be on the
£C2,000 inark and the next official will be
drawing £1,000 and the Chief Traffic
Manager draws less.

The Premier: The Chief Traffic Mlan-
ager is well paid.

Ron. J. MITCHELL: The railway ser-
vice will not he well run unless the con-
trolling officers are satisfactorily rewarded
for their services. We have a splendid
set of men connected with the railways
from the Commissioner down-wards, buit
they are for the most part drawing far
too little for the positions they occupy
and the work they do. But we are not,
here to-night to discuss these officials,
thouigh I -wanted to voice the opinion I
hold in regard to the positions they fill.
Mr. Short has no doubt done his work as
Commissioner very well indeed and whilst
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I do not agree that everything done by
the Rail-way Department is right, we are
getting a very good service indeed. The
great questions which the Commissioner
has to consider are tile running of the
railways economically and profitably and
at the same time providing an ardequate
service at a reasonable lprice to the public.
I am sorry to find that in some eases the
Government have recently considered it
necessary to put uip freights. This is to
be deplored, and I hope it is not to he the
forerunner of a general increase in
freights throughout the country.

The Minister for Railways: We wvill let
you down lightly.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If the Minister
does not, there will be a row, and that
row will not be with the Commissioner of'
Railways but lpretty near to the Minister-
ial bench. I do not wish to detain the
House at this late hour. We were sitting9
until nearly 6 o'clock this morning and
here we are at nearly 10 o'clock at night
still going.

The 'Minister for Railways: You have
been to bed;- I have not.

]Eon. J. MITCHELL: We have ap-
proved of the action of the Government in
this direction. It is not often that I have
an opportunity to support a pro posal
from the Ministerial bench whole-heart-
edly, but I do so in this ease.

The Premier: You are like good winie,
you improve with age.

Honi. J. MITCHELL: But the Minister
is like bad wine, he does not improve.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. P. Collier, in reply) : I have not
very much to say in reply to tht debate
which has taken place, but I wan~t at
once to remove an impression thai seems
to have spread throughout the Chamber
during the past hour or two, I believe as
a result of a remark unwittingly made by
the hon. member for Wagin (Mr. S.
Stubbs) that the Commissioner for Rail-
ways is in ill-health.

Mr'. S. Stiabbs: Hie has not been well
for somec time.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
But the impression seemed to get
abroad-

Mr. S. Stubbs: Not from me.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I am not accusing the hon. member at aUl.
The hon. member mentioned that the
Commissioner had not been well, and
from that, the point was taken Lip by
subsequent speakers that the Corumis-
sioner was in ill-healt!j until one would
imagine that hie was a very sick man
indeed. I want to remove that impres-
sion. The Commissioner is not in ill-
health; he is a. strong, robust man. It is
true that lie is somewhat run down, even
as most lion, members of this Chamber
are at the present moment, and das most
men who have had a strenuous life during
the year become more or less run down.
That is the p~osition in regard to the Com-
missioner of Railways. He can do with
a few weeks' holiday. He is simply
slightly run down in health, but is by no
means in ill-health. I wvant to remove
that impression, because some hon. mem-
bers based their opposition to the re-
appointment of the present Commissioner
on the ground that it was not a fair
thing to the State to re-appoint for five
years a mran who is supiposed to be in
very had health. The Commissioner is,
comparatively speaking, a young man
and seems capable of giving not only five
years, but a much greater length of time
to the service of this or some other State.
I find it very hard indeed to fasten on to
anything tangible in connection with the
oblections which have been raised. There
have been vague, indefinite ideas ex-
pressed that we ought to have new blood,
arAd that we ought to get out of a rut.
T confess I am wholly unable to answer
these arguments.

Mr. S. Stubbs: You are in a good rut.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Why should we desire new blood It is
an inisane idea to want new blood unless
there is good justification for getting rid
of the old blood. It is an advantage to
have old blood which has 30 or 35 years'
experience behind it. We ought not to
put a man out -when he is just in the
ripened part of his life, and in a better
position to give the State the full benefit
of his wealth of experience; this, I say,
is an advantage over bringing in a young
and inexperienced mnan. Will hon. mem-
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bers who have used this argument advo-
cate it to the electors in October next as
a good reason why the people should
change their members, and offer no other
reason than that they should have new
blood?

Mr. S. Stuhbs: I hope some of them
will.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no reason why we should have
new blood or -why we should make an
insane attempt to get out of some peculiar
rut which we seem to have got into if
the rut is all right. In order to justify
the statement that the Railway Depart-
ment ought to get out of the rut, it would
be necessary to show that the rut is a bad
one and that it is desirable to get out of
it. But to merely say that we ought to
get out of the rut without pointing out
wvhat kind of a rut it is or why we ought
to get out of it is no argument at all. It
has been urged that we ought to have
improvements to the service. Of course
we ought. Is there any railway service
in Australia, is there any railway service
in the world which would not stand im-
provements? Every day on every line
and in every section of the railway ser-
vice we can see where improvements
could with benefit be introduced. Is that
any reason why we should turn the
present Commissioner out and put
another in? A new man would be lip
against exactly the same difficulties as
the present Comm issioner, but this, gener-
ally speaking, is due to lack of funds to
carry out the improvements. We could
carry out improvements to the railway
system which would be to the benefit and
advantage of the general public or cus-
tomers who use the railways, if we had
£200,000, £300,000, or £400,000 to spend
with which to effect these improvements.
The Commissioner of Railways, whoever
he happens to be, is not always respon-
sible for the lack of facilities of which
we hear complaints. It is because the
Government of the day may not be in a
position to give him the necessary funds
to enable him to carry out the improve-
ments which he desires. So in a young
and rowing State like Western Australia
there will always be a need for improve-

ments to the railway service just as in
all other public departments of the State.
I want, without posing at all as an expert
or as one having any technical knowledge
of railway work to demonstrate to the
hon. member for Leederville that at least
on the point of single fares I know a
little more than he showed to the House
he knew about them. He asked if we
could issue a return ticket for a certain
amount why should not wve issue two
single tickets for the same amount. I
will point out why. If, for instance, a
second-class return ticket from Perth to
Beverley costs 30s. and a single ticket to
Beverley costs £1, and we issue two single
tickets for 30s. we -would be reducing the
single fare from £E1 to 15s. The two
Single fares we now collect bring in £2,
but if we issue twvo single tickets as the
lion, member says wve should do for the
equivalent of thec return fare, we would
get only 30s. The department would have
no objection to introducing single fares,
but would not he p~repared to issue two
single fares for the equivalent of a return
fare at the present time, because we
would lose a very large amount of rev-
enue. If the 'system wvere introduced it
would he necessary for us to increase the
fares. I want also to point out that it
has been tried in only one State in Auis-
tralia.

Mr. Lewis: Two States.
The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

I will not dispute the hon. member but as
far as I know it has been tried in only
one State.

Mr. Lewis: The Commonwealth Year
Book mentions two.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
One State introduced it only last 'year
and I believe they rushed into it without
very serious consideration, and from the
information I have they are now seriously
contemplating a reversion to the old order
of things. In any case, that again is a
matter of detail. This is no reason why
the, man who occupies the position should
not be re-appointed to it. In reply to
the hon. member for Leonora there was
no need to advertise this Position because
it never became vacant. The hon. mem-
ber said he believed there was a number
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of men in this State who could worthily
fil1 the position. So far as the Govern-
ment are concerned we have no knowledge
of any man in the State who is equally
fitted and capable, or better fitted for the
position. If we had such knowledge we
should have appointed him instead of
the present Commissioner.

Air. Foley: You could not find out
before calling for applications.

The MINISTER FOR RA1LWAh7S
We have a fair knowledge of all the 'len
of railway experience in the State. They'
are, of necessity, confined to the railway
service. We do not find men qualified to
take the position of Commissioner of
Railways wandering around the streets,
or following any other occupation; they
are associated with our railway service,
and consequently' , the department have a
better knowledge of the qualifications
and capabilities of the men in the ser-
vice than any outside person could pos-
sibly have. With all due deference to
bon. members who have spoken, they'
are not in a. position to pass judgment
on a matter of this kind. How can an
hon. member, whose only acquaintance
with the working of our railway system
is when he happens to travel in a train or
to do business with the department, make
comparisons or express views which
would carry wveight in regard to the
relative merits of several railway officers
in this State. I do not wish to make any
invidious comparisons, hut T want to ad-
muit that Mr. Stead, now managing the
Midland railway system, is a very excel-
lent officer. It was on the recommenda-
tion of his superior officers in our Rail-
way Department, that he acquired that
position, and we were very' sorry to lose
him. but because lie was an excellent
officer we did not consider that wve wonld
lie doing justice to him if we stood in the
wa-v of his promotion wheo the oppor-
tunity offered. This applies also to other
officers whose names T do not wvish to
mention. I say' with a fatll knowledge
of all the officers in the different depart-
ments, that the G"overrnent believe that
in re-appointing Mr. Short we have ap-
pointed the best man in Western Austra-
lia for the position.

Question put and passed.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS

moved-

That the resolution be transmitted
by Message to the Legislative Council
and their concurrence desired therein.
Question passed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION - THE
MINISTERc FOR WORKS AND A
DAILY NEWS REPORT.

The MINISTER FOR, WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) : 1 desire to crave the
indulgence of the House for a mipment
or two in order to draw attention to a re-
port which has been brought under my
notice appearing in to-day' 's issue of
the Daily News. The report refers
to a remark which was supposed to have
been made by' the member for Roebourne
(Mr. Gardiner) last evening. I might say
that when the hon. member was speaking
on the Loan Bill I was not in the Chain-
her, but the Daily News attributes to
that lion, member remarks in regard to
myself which are distinctly offensive and
very extravagant indeed. I want to say
before going further, in fairness to the
lion, member, that the report in the
Daily N~ews is not correct according
to the Hlansard report, and even so far
as the report of the West Australian
is concernied. The parliamentary report
in the West Autstralian this morning is
identical with the report of Hansard as
supplied to me. Therefore, I want to say
that evidently the Daily News, in order to
make the most of this attack-if I may
so call it-added wvords wvhich were more
extravagant and decidedly more offen-
sive than the remarks which were ut-
tered by the lion. member. The hon.
meniber stated that I had promised him
that an amount of £3,000 would be
placed on the Estimates for some work
in his constituency. I have no recollec-
tion of saying that, but if I did say it, the
promise has been carried out, inasmuch as
over £E3,000 was placed on the Estimates
for works at Onslow. For one item alone
there is a vote of £3.000, that is in re-
gard to the tramway, and there is a

4016



[17 Dscnmnnn, 1913.] 01

further item to be found in the Estimates
for improvements to the jetty. The hon.
member went on to say that I made a
distinct promise that £3,000 would be
given, and that I had broken that pro-
mise. That, Sir, is contrary to fact, be-
cause if I did make the promise-and I
have no recollection of having done so
-it has been faithfully kept, because the
sumn is to be found on the Estimates, al-
though it was not in the Loan Bill. I re-
gret extremely that I was not in the
Chamber when the remarks of the lion.
member were made, and even though
they are toned down to the extent we see
them in the Ilansard report, I want to
say that it is not the first time hie has
made extravagant remarks of this kind.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon.
member can only make a personal expla-
nation.

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS : Pos-
sibly it is just as welt to leave it at that.
All I waut to say in. conclusion is that
there was no provocation, so far as 1
am concerned, and I resent the remnarks
of the hon. member, more especially as
the facts as disclosed by him were ab-
solutely incorrect and that also the re-
marks were made during my absence
from the Chamber. In fairness to my-
self I make this personal explanation.

IIILIrMINES REGULATION.

Mlessage received from the Council ac-
quaiuting the Assembly that it pressed
amendments Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 28, 29),
and 30; did not press amendments Nos.
S, .16,' 17. 18, and 24; did not agree with
the modification suggested to Clause 7.
but agreed to the modifications suggested
in regard to Clanse 35, Subelanse 157,
paragraph (b), No. 11, and to the modi-
fication suggested in Clause 3.5. Suhelause
20, No. 12.

BTILPUBLIC WVORKS COM-
MITTEE.

Message.

Message received from the Governor
recommending the Bill.

In Committee.
Mr. Mlowall in the Chair, the Min-

ister for Works in clharge of the Bill.
Clauses 1, 2, 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Extraordinary vacancies:
Mir. GEORGE: On a new Parliament

coming into power, members of the Com-
mittee clected by a previous Parliament,
and who perhaps bad done valuable work,
might in the interval have lost their seats.
What would] be the position in those cir-
cumnstances? In all matters dealing with
big items continuity of work would be a
great advantage.

The MI.NI.STER FOR WORKS: The
members who would be appointed to this
committee would be those who would be
likely to be returned. If we could have
continuity of service it would be a decided
advantage, but it was impossible in a Bill
of this description to hind succeeding
Parliaments.

Clause passed.
Clauses 4 to 0-ageed to.
Clause 10-Power to sit during recess

and in open court:
Mr. GEORGE : The committee might

be allowed to sit and transact business
(luring an adjournment of Parliament.
T'here was a Droviso to the clause that the
committee should not hold a meeting on
any day un which the Legislative Assem-
bly actually sat. It might be very con-
venient to have a meeting in the morning
of the day on which Parliament would be
sitting, and that would not interfere with
parliamentary business. In fact, it would
be a convenience in the event of some of
the memnbers of the committec being coun-
try members of Parliament. The commit-
tee would be able to get from members of
Parliament informnation they could not
get ait othier times. Towards the end of
the session the days of sittings were
increased and there would be only Satur-
days and Mondays left on which the
onuiittee could sit. [f die committee

could sit on the mornings of' the days on
which Parliament met it would be an
advantage to all concerned.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : f
members were encourag-ed to sit on this
committee during the session, it enabled
t hem to hold siltings in the country and
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neglect their Parliamentary duty, which
was distinctly undesirable. The object
of the clause was to make it clear that by
working on a public works committee they
were not to neglect their ordinary public
duty to their constituents. There was no-
thing to prevent them from holding a
meeting to get information from other
bon. members, but of course they could
not draw fees for such meetings.

Air. GEORGE: There was no danger
of the committee holding meetings in the
country, while Parliament was sitting un-
less the occasion was of such great ur-
ngenlcy that Ministers and Parliament de-
sired that the committee should do so.
Seeing that probably the whole pro-
grammne of public works -would be sub-
mnitted to the committee, there was a
chance of an undersirable delay takcing
place.

The 'Minister for Works: They have
still three clays in the week.

Mr. BOLTON: The succeeding clause
pointed to the fact that most of the work
would be done in recess, because it pro-
vided that before each session the com-
mittee should mnake a report to the Gov-
ernor of their proceedings.

Mr. GEORGE: During a session mem-
bers brought uinder notice of the Ministers
works of more or less importance, ant]
they would not tolerate any large work
being left over for the committee to deal
with in recess. However, the clause could
be allowed to pass and then if it were
found to operate badly the Act could be
amended.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses -1. to .15-agreed to.
Clause 16-Assessors:
Mr. GEORGE: Flow far did these

provisions go in thle case of any officer
of a Government department being re-
quired to give evidence before the com-
mittee ?

The MIINTSTER FOR W"ORKS: The
Clause Only Permitted thle comamittee to
call experts outside the Government ser-
vice. Officers in the departments who
could give the necessary evidence would
do so in the ordinary course of official
duty, but this provision was inserted in

ease it was necessary for the committee
to obtain technical evidence which was
niot obtainable in the service.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 17 to 26-agreed to.
Schedules (5)--agreed to.
Title -agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

House adjourned at 10.14 p.m.

TcoiBftVC oncl
Thursday, 18th December, 1913.
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BILL-ILLICIT SALE OF LIQUOR.
Read a third time and returned to the

Legislative Assembly with amendments.
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